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. Mr Kitson

ALLEGATICN OF CRIMINAL CONDUCT AGAINST A POLICE OFFICER BY
SCLICITOR, ON BEHALF OF DIANE HAMILL,

1. On 27 April 1997 at approximately 1.45 am Mr Robert Hamill, 25 years, of
_ wag assaulted at the junction of Thomas
Street and Market Street, Portadown. In the course of this assault he.

sustained severe head injuries. _ o S

) 2.  He wés removed from the scene to Crailgavon Area Hospital and later the
same morning was transferred to the Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast,

where, .as a result of his injuries, he died on 8 May 1897.

3. A police investigation into the murder of Mr Hamill was carried out. The

police investigation file was received at this office on 7 August 1997,

4. On 20 January 1998 a direction: issued to prosecute Paul Rodney Marc Hobson

on indictment for the murder of Mr Hamill.

5. ' The Attorney General, having declined to issue his Certificate, the matter
came on Ifc;r hgaring before _ in the Crown C_Olll_r'.t on 22
February 1999. Prior to the commencement of the trial the Crown,'withlthe
leave of the Court, added a count of affray to the indictmént’againét{}

[

Hobson. .

6. "Hobson pleaded not guilty and the trial proceeded as a contest and"rqn_
uhtil-25_Februéry 1999 when the Learned Trial Judge reserved judgement in

the matter.

7. on 25 March 1999 NN c-)ivered his judgement in the .
matter. He acquitted Hobson of murder but convicted him of affray‘ahd

sentenced him to 4 years’ imprisohment. ‘on 6 May 1997.



9.

10.

11.

_' Solicitor for Miss Diane Hamill, sister of Mr Robert

Hamill, wrote to the Complaints and Discipline Branch of the RUC at Gough

Barracks, BArmagh, as follows:-

Dear Sir

- ———

RE MY CLIENT - ROBERT HAMILL BY HIS SISTER DIANE HAMILL OF

I refer to the above and confirm that I act on behalf of Mr Robert
Hamill and his sister in relation to an incident which cccurred in

the early hours of 27 April 1997.

My client instructs me that her brother was seriocusly injured in an
assault which occurred at the junction of Thomas Street/Market
Street, Portadown on that date. My client instructs me further she
has been informed that certain police officers witnessed this assault
and did not intervene as promptly as possible. Our client would
therefore wish to make a formal complaint in respect of the actions

of the police cfficers involved.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Detective Chief Superintendent McBurney, Head of the Regional Crime Squad,

Gough Barracks, Armagh, was appointed investigating officer in respect of

this complaint.

The Complaint Investigation file was received at this office on 13 February

1998.

Following correspondence with— copies of statements

from Vincent Dermott McMNeice and Colin Martin Hull, who had not made
statements to investigating police, were on 20 October 1938 received at
this office under cover of a letter frem _ dated 19 October 1998,
Both statements were typed on plain white paper{ Both beore a typed
signature and were dated but did not incorporate a declaration of any

kind.

At the conclusion ¢f the trial of Hebson transcripts of the evidence in

chief and crOSSeexamination of the witnesses, Reserve Constable Atkinson,
Constable Neill, A . F . E

E __1 Mr Colin Prunty and Mr Morrow, Ambulance Driver, together with a '
copy of the judgment of the Learned Trial Judge were obtained for '

consideration.
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12, Mr Thomas Gerard Mallon in a witness statement dated 12 May 1997 sayefthat f
on the evening of Saturday, 26 April 1997 he went to St Patrick’s Hall, '
Thomas Street, Portadown. He spent the evening there, where a_bend was
playing and left at around 1.00 am on the morning of Sunday, 27 April. He -
walked alone along Thomas Street towards Market Street, which becomes High
Street at the junction. The junction is in effect a staggered crossroads
with Woodhouse Street being situated on the far side of Merket.streetﬁhtgh'
Street and slightly offset to the right as one emerges from Thomas'St;eét.-
This area is depicted on the maps GPM1 and GPM2 and in photogiaph'éibums
ARN1 and ARN3. | |

13. Mr Mallon says that as he waiked along Thomas Street he didn't see anybody
but could see a police landrover parked on the Main”Street,_féé wetket.
Street, in a layby facing towards “the bottom of the town”, ie.iooking
towards High Street. At the same time he saw people'walkingiboth up’ and
down the town along Main Street. He eomments that there was a let oi'l' e
noise about tewn. When he saw that the poliee'were”in the vicinity_he o
decided to walk on. It was his iﬁtention_tO'cross the Main-Street:ahd_ge'
down Woodhouse Street. As he approached the end of Thomas Streetlthe- )

landrover moved off lele and stopped right 'in the middle of the junctlon_

of Woodhouse and Main Street. Just as it moved off he waved at them to. _

attract their attention. He went to the landrover and a pollcewoman L

opened the front passenger’s door. He told her lt was llkely that peoplel

would be coming from St Patriek's Hall, ie, along_Thomas Street. As he
turned to walk away he was approached by a number of youths, one of whom . ;.Jf

spoke to him in a way which made him feel threatened. This youth wés e

carrying a glass bottle of “Buckfast" wihe in his right”hand, ﬂéwtold the"

youth that he was going home and¢didh’t-wantlanyxhésele. He walked\aﬁéy:

and as he did so become aware that a pcliceman had got out of the“_:. f,

" landrover. He doesn’'t know what the pollceman dld after that as he welked'

on down Woodhouse Street He spoke to ‘a young lad, Ceolin Hull, who had

another man with him whom Mr Mallon knows only to see. He thenhwa}keg,onv'“
home ' ) ' . ] ) ) .. r . ‘."

D . . : | N , . -
14. Mr in a wltness statement made on 29 Aprll 1997 sald-d';

that on the evenlng of 26 Aprll 1997 at around 9.30 pm he went’ to St

Patrick’s Hall in Thomas Street, Portadown,_ln;a taxl_ He was w1th hid

J

I (< was wearing.a blue and whlte shirt” and navy LeVl jeans. o
While he was in the hall Robert Hamlll jOlned their. company . He says that

he had about 6 or 8 pints of Harp to- drlnk over the course of the nlght" tnf'

o



and left the hall on foot intending to walk home with EF . and

Robert. He states that he doesn’t know at what time they left the hall
but that it was after the Band had stopped playing.' He remembers the four
of them walking along Thomas Street in the direction of the Main Street
intending to cross.aver and walk down Woodhouse Street. As he walked
towards Main Street he remembers seeing a couple of people at the end.of
Thomas Street whom he can’t describe. He states that as he walked onto
the Main Street he was suddenly attacked. He remembers nothing about it.
except having woken up in hospital. He was detained at Craigaven Area
Hospital where he was treated for a cut to the right-hand side of hig ‘
head, concussion and cuts to his face. He also suffered bruising to his
body and leg. He was released from hospital on the afterncon of Sunday,

27 April 1897,

E E . states in a witness statement made’

¥

27 April 1997 that.shortly after.i.ZO am on the morning of Sunday,

27 April 1997 she left St Patrick's Hall in Thomas StfeetL'Pértadown,
accompanied by | D LIF — | and Robert Hamill,
who is[f_:j___;_l} Robert was weé;ing a black % length.leather jacket and ~

blue jeans. They walked from the hall along Thomas Street in the

direction of the Main Street.. As they walked alohg.Thomas'Street there-

were two other people a short distance in front of them. She is almost

‘surc that these people attended the function in the hall they had.left.

As they approachéd the Queen’s Bar these people were crossing the central
reservation on Main_street, going in'the direction of Woodhouse Street.
She alsc noticed twe fellows standing near the Instep Sporﬁs Shop on Main
Street and .a po;ice.“jeep" sitting parked on the opposite side of the Main

Street facing towards the bottom of the town. She is not however able to

say exactly whers it was ir relation to the junction of Woodhouse Street

and Main Street although she believes i1t was on the lower Side of - the
junctiomn, ie, the High Street side. She describes what happened then as

follows: -

“The next thing I remembér_was we were attacked by a crowd oflpeoplé
of around 20-30 persons. This crowd attacked Rebert and (f;___ ;
they were kicked unconscious and I lay over the top of D |aﬁa I
shout ed fo; an ambulance, during this time i seen.Robefg_Eéttingﬁ
kicked to the head by a crowd of people. I ¢an’t déscribe any of the
people or their c¢lothing, I could see Robert's eyes closed égd.I
thought that he was unconscious, also there was no hovement“from him;

he was lying on the. roadway across from. Eastwood Clothing. D

and I weren't far away, we would have beén cleoser to the jﬁnctLomlof

Thomas Street and Main Street, I just put my head down anddscre§mgdij

[ 19?46 }




for an ambulance. I saw people standing outside the Queen’s Bar and
I remember a girl about 20 years old kneeling down beside me and
asking it D was alright. I spoke to a pol;céman who had

glasses and he told me to put ' D in the recovery position. I

think this was.around the time the ambulance had arrived. I cannot
idéntify any of the persons who were involved in this incident. I
later went in the ambulance to Craigavon Hospital with[ Ei::::Jand
Robert. I cannot recall anything that was shouted, I beliéve that

the crowd who were attacked them were Protestants.”

16. E was called as a Crown witness to give evidence at the trial

of Marc Hobson. Mr Kerr QC, who prosecuted at the trial of J Hobson, in -

his final opinion in respect of this complaint file says that E
LE_:j_jgave evidence that when Mr Hamii; and (D were lying on.the
ground the police had not left the landrover. She said that a police
officer spoke to her but that was “after the attack and all was over”.
She said that the whole attack was over véry quickly. She denied that

there was any trouble after the attack, or policemen inveolved with the

crowd.

17. In & witness statement dated 27 RApril 199?(F states
that on Saturday 26 April 1997 at about 9.30 pm herself her{ D _1'
'D L [D ‘and her | E arrived at St Patrick's

Hall, Thomas Street where a dance was taking place. At about 10 or 15
minutes later Robert Hamill arrived and joined them. They all remained in
the hall until about 1.25 am on Sunday 27 April 1897 the four of them
walked down Thomas Street towards the Wood Street area. They were walking
on the Credit Union side of Thomas Street. When they reached the bottom
of the street where it joins High Street .she noticed two people standing

at the corner. She described what happens next as follows:-

“As we started teo cross the road tolget to Waodhouse Stréet a crdwd
of about 30 people, the vast majority of them males, jumped on us as
if out of nowhere. The next thing I saw. was a lot of fellows kicking
and punching Robert. He fell to the ground. I saw one or two
'jumping on his head, but I couldn’t say how many times. A number of

the other pecople who attacked Robert kicked him in-the back.”

18. She continues as follows:-

' “The assailants then moved back & bit and. I looked to my left and saw

|_E on her knees.. She was besidel D

and squealing “Get ambulance, get ambulance” there was a crowd of 5

| {19247}
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or & standing a few yards away from them. I then took my cream jécket
off and put it underneath Robert’s head. He was having.difficuity
getting his breath at this stage. There was blood around his mouth
and at the.back of his head. Also I noticed a big graze mark on fthe
right side of his head, just behind his ear. He was lying on his left
side with hié_ﬁead resting on his left arm. Rcbert’'s body was
positioned with his feet pointing towards Thomas Street and his head
in the opposite directicn, towards Woodhouse Street. er __Fas
lying flat on his back with his head pointed in the Market Street
direction {towards High Street). I ran over to a police landrover
parked at the entrance te Woodhouse Street and asked them to get help.
The next thing I heard was a wee small policeman shout “there’s an
ambulance on its way” a few minutes later an ambulance arrived., Béth
Robert andrTS__ .|were placed in it. E __Wand myself got intg the
ambulance as well and we were all taken to Craigavon Area Hospitgl.
..The only thing I remember abkout the pecople who attacked us waé.a guy
wearing a black leather or dark coloured jacket of some sort. I can’t
remember anything else about this man and I can't describe any of ;hé
other attackers as it all happened so fast and I was down on my,knees

_trying to help Robert. T didn't see any weapons of any typé. When

Rebert was lying on the ground unconscious I heard someone sheut “die - -

you bastard, die you bastard” I just kept my head down then. W*Nothiné

was sald or done by any of us to provoke this attack by these people.”

was called as a Crown witness to give evidence at the trial of

Mark Hobson. 1In the course of her examination she confirmed heX evidence "~

to the effect that the persons who attacked Robert Hamill came “from

nowhere and just started attécking.” She said that there were at'léast 20

or 30 people around him kicking at him. In cross examination her evidence

was that while proceeding along Thomas Street towards the junction her

group of 4 was together put -that Robert Hamill and "E here'Z-of

3 steps in front of her and her husband. She said Eaat-there_was no

possibility of Robert was ahead of the other three. She does not recall

seeing anyone else who had been at the function walking home ahead 6f

them. She confirmed that the attack took place as the group of 4 of;themH_"

proceeded out of the mouth of Thomas Street and onto Main Street. -She

sald that following the attack the gfoup'of 20 to 30 people femaihed at

atfack was taking pléce; At no stage during the attack did she see any

police cfficers trying to bregk up the trouble or groups. It .was maybe 5

or 10 minutes after the attack on Robert had finished before she ran over

' £0 complain to the'occuﬁants of the landrover. She went'and_she thinks

'banged on the side of the landrover but .got no response. The attack on

- .
1 . v
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the scene and that she did not see any uniformed police officers whilé the *

..



20.

21.

22.

23.

Robert was unprovoked. At no stage did she see groups of people fighting
all the way across the main street. She did not see police officers
getting out of the landrover to try and stop that fighting. She did not
see or hear two groups taunting each other or cat calling or any other
fights around the mouth of Thomas Street. After the initial attack on
Robert and[ib ]Eﬂere was no further attack by any of the crowd. The
police, who were in the landrover remained in the vehicle for at least 5

to 10 minutes after the end of the attack.

(= _ = 1
On re examination by Mr Kerr,| F | said that she couldn’t be 100%
sure of the accuracy of the times which she had given but that she had

tried her best.

Mr Colin Martin Prunty in a witness statement dated 8 May 1997 says that
on Saturday night 26 April 1997 he was at a disco in St Patrick’s Hall in
Thomas Street Portadown with his girlfriend Maureen McCoy, having
previocusly been at the Parkside Inn on the Garvaghy Road. During the
course df_the evening he consumed approximately & or 7 pints of beexr. He
describes himself as having been in good form but not drunk. He states
that shortly after half past one on the Sunday morning he and Maureen left
the hall to walk home. They were walking down Thomas Street on the
footpath on the right hand side of the road towards the main street

intending to cross over into Woodhouse Street. Ahead of them was a fellow

|w%§@f§__ﬂ |'and another girl called

called iﬁ a

FF_' o j Eh;éd of them was Robert Hamill. He was

on his own and about roughly 30 to 40 yards ahead of Mr Prunty. He knows

both fb__ land Robert very well.

They were just walking aleong and thought everything was safe enough
because they could see the back end of a police landrover sitting in the
middle of the Main Street. It was like diagonally parked facing towards

where the Halifaxz Building Society would be.
Mr Prunty describes subsequent events as follows:-

“The next thing I heard a lot of people shouting, “get the Fenian
bastards”. I locked up and saw a crowd of about 30-odd people,
mostly fellows, coming from the left of the Main Street, they were
running and the front ones of the group had caught Robert Hamill and
were dragging him down to the ground. He was lying on the road in
front of the Thomas Street junction. He was lying there and was
cbviously out of it, unconscious because he wasn’t able to defend

himself at all. There was about a group of 15 to 20 kicking him as

{ "1924'9]



he lay on the ground. They were kicking hlm v1olently all over hlm, ,_1
his head, his body, his arms and his legs. They were shoutlng in a
real angry way “kill him, kill him, kill the Fenian bastard'”_‘. .

ID l run down towards the crowd and I ran. as well. I

dldn t see | D |gettlng hit but the next thing he was lying on the

ground and not~mov1ng He was unconscious as well He was maybe

about 10 vyards from Robert Hamill. By the tlme I got down they were -
still kicking him all over. I thlnk he was lying on his side and the
blood was just pumping out of him mostly from about the back of his
head. If anything there were more people kicking at him by the tlme

I got there. They were still shouting “kill hif, kill him,” so I

just ploughed into the middle of them to see what I could do to hélp
him. I wasn't able to do anything for there was juet too many of

them. By this stage the police had get out of the landrover and were
over at the crowd. There was either 2 policemen ahd one woﬁan or 3
polieemen and a woman, They ran in to try and stop'it One of the
policemen actually pulled me "back and as he was doing th1s I saw,
another policeman grab hold of one of the fellows in-the group that

was kicking Robert Hamill. He was wearlnq a Rangers scarf and he wasu
took away and put in the back of the landrover.' He, like everybody
else in the group, was kicking Robert, he was definrtely kicking him . -
but I can’t say where. I am positive“he was kicking him but emongst
all the feet I can’t say where he kicked Robert. When the.poliee'got
involved they seemed to back off a bit, They didn’t run away, in
tact the most of them were standing laughing. By this stage my
girlfriend, Maureen, had got in and was cradling Robert Hamill’s head

on her lap. . When they were standrng laughlng at - Robert there was,a -

couple of bottles thrown. I got a Buckfast bottle threw at me but 1t -.g-

went past my shoulder. They were Stlll shouting, “Fenlan bastards, '
things like that. After 5 or 10 mlnutes I saw the fellow Wlth the'1
Rangers scarf being -led out of the back of the landrover. He went
back inte the crowd shouting “up the UV~ whlch I knew to be the’ UVF

I was surprised he had been let'go and asked the pollcewoman if she
had got his name. She never answered and I told her the fellow wrth
the scarf was one of the people that had been kicking at Robert:

Hamill. Soon after the ambulance came and took Robert away. The

|

crowd by this stage had moﬁed up to outside the Queen’s Bar. ‘After
Robert was took away, I think ‘D | went in the same

ambulance, I just walked on hoﬁe___lhe_tellew that I_séld wes_wearingw
the Rangers scarf wWas probably aged 20 to‘25,_roughly_about 6 ft tall
and had short dark hair. I don’t know. this fellow. What Was o

distinctive about him is the scarf and how he was wearing it. ITheﬂ'

scarf was mostly blue with red and white bands .running across it at

- ﬂ 1925
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25,

26,

27.

intervals. It was up tight to his neck in like a knot. The only
other thing I can say about him is that he was wearihg something

-

light coloured, whether it was a shirt or a jacket I don’t know.

On 30 October 1997-Mr Prunty consulted with Mr Kerr in my presence at the
Royal Courts of Justice in relation to the murder investigation in respect

of Mr Hamill, which at that stage was still under consideration.

In the course bf the consultation Mr Prunty said that following the attack
on Robert andr D ‘the police came. They had got out of the landrover
when Robert was on the ground he added that police tried to get in %o
break it up but their actions had no effect since there were not enough of
them. He' said that his recollection was it was a further 5 to 10 minutes
before police reinforcements arrived. He said that_the man whom he: had
described in his statement was pulled into the landrover béfore ﬁhe
kicking stopped and when Robert was on the ground. This was at least 5 - .
10 minutes after he was on the ground. vHe viould say he was gettiﬁg kicked
for a good 5 minutes. He {(Mr Prunty} ﬁent to identify him inlthe

landrover when he was pulled in by police so it must have been near the

end of the episode of kicking - his girlfriend was cradling Robert when he

.went to the landrover. He didn't see anyone else with a Rangers scarf.

The scarf was tied up tight to his neck. Mr Prunty thinks he was wearing
a jacket. He was tall, jet black hair, fringe down - gelled - cleaﬁ
shaven. He was in the landrover laughing. Mr Prunty said that he swung
at him when he was in the landrover because he was laughing, shouting
“Fenian bastard - up the UV.” This man had been one of the people Who
were- shouting “kill him” although he can’t say on which area of Mr

Hamill’s body the man was kicking him..

Prior to releasing the man who had been detained in the iandrover police

established that he was Wayne David Lunt.

On 3 November 18997 in a further witness statement Mr Prunty said that.bn ;
31 October while in the Hamill house at_ he spokel t6 Fiona and
Diane Hamill. Three persons who had previously been charged with the |
murdef of Robert Haﬁill had been released following the.wifhdrawal of
charges against them at Court that day. Diane and Fiong showed them a
video tape which he believed to have been footage from BBC 6.30 news which
showed 3 males walkihg out through a fenced area. Mr Hamill in his '
witness statement said that of the 3 méles he recognised.oﬁe as the person
he had seen in the back of the landrover who wés wearing the Rangéfs

scarf. He pointed this person out to Diane and Fiona and they told him

‘that this person was called Forbes, he looked at the vidéo_foofagq about 3

W
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23.

30.

31.

32.

10 . .

times and is certain that this was the person he had seen on the night of

the murder of Robert Hamill,

The.person identified by Mr Prunty was in fact Dean Forbes.
Mr Prunty gave evidence at the trial of Mark Hobson for the murder of Mr

Hamill.

In the course of his examination in chief Mr Prunty said that as he walked
along Thomas Street towards the junction of Market Street he didn’t notice
any persons about that area. He said that Robert was ahead of him and the
others behind him, Robert walked down and the next minute a whole squad
appeared out of nowhere and jumped him. He said that he thought these
people came from the left hand side. 'D .ran to try and help and

was knocked straight to the ground.
The fellowing exchange then took place between Mr Kerr QC and Mr Prunty:-

Can you say whether there were any policemen around?
There was no police around.

Did they come to the scene? _

They came to the scene after Robert had got beaten up.
How many policemen were there that came to the scene?

Two

They broke the crowd up and they took one fellow away.

o oF o0 B0 F o0 PO

When you say that where did they break the crowd up? Where was the
crowd in relation to either Mr Hamill orris F .

At this time they were still kicking at Robert.

Q. S50 just to be clear at that stage the police came.

Yes.

The Judge - You did say a moment ago that they came to the 'scene after

Robert had got beaten up

A, Yes. Once the kicking had stopped the police came on the scene
then,
Q. You then said that they broke the crowd up and took one fellow away.

At this time they were still kicking at Robert?
They broke the crowd up when the kicking had stopped.

QO. Now you say that you saw policemen and you mentioned about some
fellow what did you see them do in relation to some fellow?

A, They grabbed a fellow and brought him down towards the landrover.

i

Did either of the policemen do anything when they came to the scene.

[ 19252
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How would you describe that fellow?

He was wWearing a rangers scarf.

Had you seen that fellow earlier on?

No

Did vyou see &hat fellow do anything do anything?

.

He was in the crowd that was kicking Robert.
Where did the police take him?

To the landrover.

p?’p?ﬁoﬂﬁﬂﬂd@

Apart from the crowd you have described and the police did you see
anyone come to either Robert orr D ____F Did anyone come to help
them?

a. The police?
cr Q. Did anyone come to help Mr Hamill or(b ?
A. Who like? -

33. The Judge - I think the words come might be confusing did anyone go to the .

aid of either of the two men to help them?

A, No.
Q. Did you see F P
A, Yes. -
Q. Did you See[E ___¥
' A. Yes o
2. What were they doing? S . L , s
A. E was over with[D __Wand F was screaming for help.
" Q. At whaf stage was that?
e B, It was after all that happened. _
 "i Q. Which stage was it in relation to the poiice coming éhd takihg
: someone from the scené? - l “ |
. A, The police came and took someone from the scene afterathe scﬁeamihg
; _ had 'stopped. ' ) .
' Q. Did the crowd break up after the police had taken someone f;oh'the
: f” L. ' scene or not? . ' . .
' No. S
Q. What was the crowd doing at that stage?
A. Just roaring and shouting. '
34. Judge - Well were they shouting that after_the attack had_stopped?"
A.  They were shouting.it when tﬁélattack was happeﬁing. !
35. Judge - Well you see your seem T mean its between you énd_Mf.kérﬂ.ﬁhis”but'

you seem to.me to be -talking about a time after the atﬁack'héd.stobped.




36.

37.

38.

39.

40,

41.

4z.

43.

44,

12

A. I said that they were saying kill the Fenian bastard when they were

hitting him.

Judge - I know you-were saying that earlier and that is why I asked you
but now you are talking as I understand it, am I right, Mr Kerr we are now
talking about a time after the attack has stopped. Do you understand

that?
A. I said they were still roaring.

Judge - The same thing

A, Yea.

Q. Now the person who the police have taken out of the crowd after the
police have taken him did vyou see him again?

A. I seen him in the back of the landrover yea.

Judge - Where did you see him?

A, In the back of the landrover.
Judge - In the back of the landrover you mean inside the landrover?
A, Yea.

In the course of cross examination by Mr Orr QC for Hobson Mr Prunty said
that the attack on Robert Hamill lasted for a good 10 minutes and was not
over in a flash and that police came out of the landrover when they

stopped kicking Robert.

He described as nonsense the suggestion that there were 2 groups of people
catcalling each other and denied that there were fights breaking out the

whole way across Main Street.

He was asked did the trouble break out again or was there just the cne
episcde of beating which involved both Robert Hamill and ‘D

He replied that there was just the one episode.

He was asked by the Judge whether there were people following on from
St Patrick’s Hall as this was going on, he replied that he didn’'t know and

salid that he was not conscious of any groups of Catholics on the street.

Maureen McCoy in a witness statement dated 9 May 1997 says that at about
10.45 pm on Saturday 26 April 1997 she went with her boyfriend Colin

o e
’i 19254 | .
) o

" -
b



13 ' .‘ 3 f. . .;; ;T;,_T'»b
Prunty to a dance in St Patrlck's Hall having walked there from The Royal Ii.s
Oak public house in Woodhouse Street. During the course of the evenlng R 13
she consumed 3 x ¥ pint glasses of cider and 4 small bottles of Strqngbow
cider. Colin and herself left the hall 1.20 am on the morning of Sundey;, t”ﬂ
27 April 1997. They made outside to get a taxi but were unable to-jet one'x'
and decided to make their way home on foot. They were walking up the
middle of Thomas Street towards the junction with High Street. - As they
approached the British Legion Club in the Credit Union premises they were

caused to stop by a female she knows as F ‘- [E _] Said-td' 'h;V

her “Don’t be going down there Maureen as there is a crowd down there”

F |was standing wlth’FE __Jend D - .__WJ.

D Also standing with them was another male person whose surname she

knew as Hamill. She did not know his Christian nane. She then looked.
down Themas Street and at its junction with ngh Street saw a group of 10
to 15 male persons standing outside a baker’s shop oh the corner. Some of
this group was looking up the street fowards them thle the rest:Were
talking among themselves. She could also see a pelice landrover f '
stationary on the High Street facing towards the bottom of the tqwh.F:The
landrover was also covering the junction of Woodhouse Street and High " .r
Street, particularly the lane that gives traffic access into theshrgh ‘
Street from Woodhouse Street. She could see no police orficersfstehding x
outside the landrover. She said to Colin “"we will be alright Colin the
police are down there”, and Colin and she continued thelr journey on foot
towards the group at the corner. As they got fto within tOUChlng dlstance . :;'t

of the group she was aware that the Hamill fellow was behlnd.her,along
—_— _
D

with the when for no reason at all, members ef_the group .o

began to.shout “Fenian bastards,” several times and then they SUrged
towards them making them all move into the road. - She becamne frightehed
and scared and she knew that somebody behind her was heing attaeked by
this group at the mouth of Thomas Street and High Street junction so for'.
safety she ran across to the oppositée corner of Thomas Street and stood
outside the front of Eastwoods Ciothing"shop with two other. females "~ Shé o
noticed that the group of males that was outside the baker’s shop_had -
moved into the centre of Market_Street opposite EastwoodsﬂélethihglShop}l ,,”
The group was very'angry and agitated and vocerly very 1oud They‘ o ' .;hf
. appeared very aggressive-and threatening and she knew ‘that an act of .
violence was taking place on a person or persons by the way the members of'
the group were punching and kicking. She did not know who the vrctlm or
victims were. A short time later she ran across Market Street and stood
near to the Alliance and Leicester Building Society lopklng towards’ thel

o . 2
group and they began to run towards the direction of 5t Mark’s Church.
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She then saw a male.person.lying uncongcious in the centre of Markeﬁ' S
Street and she ran over to him, to give him assistance. On reachinq him_]
she saw a pool of liquid underneath his body and around his sides. This:
person whom she did not know was lying on his left side with his face
towards the ¢ground«— She then looked across to Eaétwood’s Clothing Shop

and on the corner of Thomas Street she saw | E giving assistance

to another male who she assumed to be D __L On returning her

attention to the male person she was with, she was aware of police

officers to her left, [E::_ _t:::]then shouted across to her, “that’s-
our Robert, watch him,” which she continued to do, She was then joinéd by
F and it was then she saw that the gfoup of males was coming back
towards them, so Colin came over to her and moved her back across to tﬁe
front of the Alliance & Leicester building.' She refused to stay with-
Colin and went back over torF _i::}and Robert. She stayed with them

until the ambulance arrived and at this she was fully aware that the group

.of males were close to them and they were shouting varicus things. At

this time she was crying and upset énd she heard one of the groﬁp'shout,
“I hope he dies the Fenian bastard.” Once the ambulance arrived and tock
Robert away she walked over to the police landrover and spoke to a blphde
haired policewoman. She remarked to her that the events that had téken
place were terrible and uncalled for. She made no reply. One of the
doors -of the landrover was open and upon looking inside'she saw a nale
person sitting inside. Even though he was sitting down, he appeared tall
and .to haﬁe long legs. He was weariné a light coloured jacket, and blue
jeans. This person was not aggressive. He was also wearing a Rangers
Football Club scarf arﬁund his neck.. The policewcman then closed the
landrover door. Approximately 2 or 3 minutes later the same policewoman
opened the landrover door and said, “right you, out,” and the malelpe:éon
she had seen 1n51de, got out and ran towards the gréup that had Céused the
trouble. She said to the policewoman, “what did you do that for.” GShe
made no reply. Miss' McCoy left the scene with Celin and made her way

home.

William Tereﬁce David Jones lives on a first floor flat in Thomas Street
overlooking the junction of Thomas Street and Market Street/High'Street.
In a witness statement dated 16 May 1997 he states that on Sunday morning
27 April 1597 he was at home along.with his girlfriend Carol Ann Woods.
At approximately 2 o’élock am he heard loud voices coming from the
direction of the Brltlsh Leglon area of Thomas Street. He looked out of
his w1ndow and saw 3 or 4 men running down Thomas Street towards Market
Street;-they were in the middle of the road. Also in this group_of men
there wére'B women. One of the men he describes as being approximétely

5'10” medium build, dark short hair and wearing a black leather jacket:
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which was waist length and black trousers. He adds that he is not sure if -
the trousers were of jean material. He describes anothér of the men as
approximately 5’87, light build, dirty fair hair, short, wearing a gray
jumper which had a pattern all over it and wearing light coloured blue
jeans. He had thesg persons in his view for approximately 20 seconds and

they would have been 15 yards away from him at the furthest point and

‘approximately 5 vards closest., He states that the street lighting in

Thomas Street is particularly good and that on the night in guestion the
weather was fine and dry. These were the only persons in the street when
he was loocking ocut at this time he had never seen any of these persons

before,

He then saw the person dressed in the leather jacket running down Thomas
Street towards Market Street. As he approached'the Junction of Thomas'
Street/Market Street he hit out with his right arm and appeared to connect
with a person who was standing at the junction. The assault appeéred to
be on this person’s face. It was as this point that he realised that it

was his girlfriend’s brother who was the victim of the assault, He and:

Carol Ann then went downstairs to see if her brother was alright. When

they got there he was standing only feet from the front door they brought
him in and théy all went back upstairs. They inspected his facé and it

appeared to be fine.

Mr Jones then went back over to the window to_look out and at this stage
saw “these people” lying on the read. He adds “I know that it was the
first two persons that I had described”. There appeared to be ot
approximately 15 to 20 perscns running around at thié-stage and.Z girlé
appeared to be kneeling over the 2 persons in Market Street. At this
stage the police had arrived and had appeared to be pushihﬁ the crowd back
up towards the church area. He comments that this whole incident lasted

approximately 2 to 3 minutes.

In his further statement dated 29 May 1997 Mr Jones adds that when Carol
Ann and he went downstairs to bring her brother in hé could heaﬁ péople
shouting abusive remarks at each other. These remarks were phases .such as
“Orange bastards, Fenian bastards, up the RA and up the UVF”., He states
that when he returned upstairs he did not look outlagain until he had
checked David for injuries. When he did look out the fight was over and

the police had arrived. From taking David inteo the flat and until he

‘looked out was no more that 2 minutes. The police vehicles he saw when he

looked out after checking David for injuries were a landrover and dark

Sierra.

[ =)
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- she cannot remember exactly what she said, The ambulance arrived and she

_later that she looked out of. the wlndow'agaln and saw the man in the black

16 . : o : S B |
Mr Jones’ girlfriend.Carol Ann Woods in a witriess statement dated.lGIMay”'
1997 said that at approximately ‘2 am Davrd and she heard shoutlng and the
sound of people running in the street below. 3They both went to the
window. David got there first' She could see a crowd of about: 5 people

standing in Thomas-Street just about Eastwood's shop there were 2 women in

this group of 5 people and 3 grown men who she would put in their early

thirties. There was another group of about’ 7 people who were mostly male
standing in Market Street just oppo51te Thomas Street. There was no
shouting between these 2 groups and she got ‘the 1mpre551on that the group
in Market Street and the group in Thomas Street were friends. David drew.
her attention to her brother who was standing a few feethaway-from her
front door David said that someone had hit him she-immediately-went N
downstairs and kbrought her brother in. They then went back uostairss'
After a few minutes she went back over to the window and.looked out.and
could see 2 men on the road at Market Street.l.They were both on the
Thomas Street side of the central reservation. One of_the'men was sitting
up, the other man was lying on his baCk*and”there was a woman with him.who'
was screaming. She saw a poliCemanzaoproach the man who,was lying on his

back with the woman. The woman'was SCreaming abuse at the policeman but

came away from the window.

[ o : Lo .

She can not describe the 5 people who She.saw“in Thomas Street before her

brother got hit except one was wearlng a black leather jacket The man 1in

the black jacket was the same man she saw later lYlng in Market Street '

when he appeared unconSC1ous. '
f ’ '\I . I

In a further w1tness statement dated 19 May 1987 Mlss Woods states that

when she went down to the communal door of her flat to get ber brother

David she was aware of some sort of fight: goxng on ‘at the junction’ of _ ';;{

Thomas Street/Market Street but took o, ‘notice of 1t as sbe was, trying to '

get her brother of the- street It would’have been at the most 5 mlnutesr

leather jacket lying unconsolous 1n Market Street and the other manjil

sitting in the road. She dld not remember the exact words of abuse that

were shouted by the woman who was. Wlth the man in the leather jacket when

he was on the ground but states that 1t was somethlng like “get away you o o

- black bastard, this is all - your fault”' She states that - this. woman Lo

shouted other remarks, however she cannot remember what they were.-

In a further witness statement dated 3, July 1997 MlSS Woods states that - E RS
she called at RUC station on’ that date in relatlon to an allegatlon of : '

1nact1v1ty by pollce at Market Street/Thomas Street on 27 Aprll She' S _l

i

—
-
w
N
o
[~}
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states that she first went to the window because of the noise. She
recalls shouting. The only thing that sticks out in her mind is the words
“Orange bastards”. Having taken her brother indoors she weould have been
in the kitchen with him for “a few minutes” she then'again looked out of
the living room wimdow and it was at this stage that she saw the woman
sitting beside the injured person'on the ground. She saw a policeman and
she believes a policewoman as well. There were definitely 2 police there.
The woman kneeling on the ground “got tore into” the police persoen who had
approached them. She was shouting and appeared angry. Miss Woods says '
that she can not recall exactly however 1t was to the effect of “get away
you black bastards it all your fault” she kept shouting in the direction
of the police. That particular police person walked away from this woman.
At this stage there was no crowd round this woman ¢r the injured person.
P45 _____on 3 May 1957 made a witness statement in which
he states that 6;_§G;aayl27 Bpril 1997 he was in bed asleep when at around

1.45 am or thereabouts he was awakened by some commotion outside.

Portadown. He thought it was a disturbance in the pub below him. He got
out of bed and when to look out of the living room window which affords a
view out on to Thomas Street and its junction with Market Street. On
locking out initially he saw a number of pedple (4 or 5) around one person
who was lying on the ground. These people appeared to be kicking the
person on the ground. He seemed to be unconscious and lying on his back.
He was making no effort to defend or protect himselff There was a racket
in the street, it was shouting and screaming but he couldn’t make out what
was being said because of the general din. There appeared to be other
skirmishes going on as well as this particular incident. There was
running about and jostling by guite a few people. He could see a police.
landrover parked over on the other side of Market Street near the Alliance
and Leicester. There were people near it and as the police went toward$
them they backed off. There was a general running about and more going on
in the direction of 5t Mark’s Church which he couldn’t see. A second
palice vehicle arrived. He is not sure at which point this happened. He
was looking out through the opén window and 2 cr 3 times left the window,
certainly once to get a dressing gown to put on. He remembérs the man who
he had seen lying on the ground being cradled by a woman and when the
ambulance arrived the ambulance man went to him first then ancther person
who he couldn’'t see - this other person was put on to a stretcher and put
into the ambulance. The man he had seen was helped to his feet and walked
to the ambulance. He also saw the police put a man into the back of the
landrover but.he couldn’t say if that person was the ane who was kicking

at the man lying on the ground or not. The entire incident lasted about

-
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half an hour. LP45 ____;finishes his statement as £611ows “l;'do_reoall
something like when the police were trying to help the msn on'tho ground '“ L
some of those around were still trying to kick at him but_werehpushéd:. '
away.” . - . '

55, Mr Steven Thornbury in a witness statement dated 28 May 1997 states that
on Saturday 26 April 1997 that at 6 pm he commenced work as a part tlme
bar man at Jamesons Bar, Thomas Street, Portadown, the lsst customers }eft
the premises approximately 1 am on Sunday 27 April left on-the'pfemises
with him were Beverley Irwin , _ and Julle Sherwood ! Hé . .
cleaned up with the other staff and while he was d01ng this Beverley came
into the lounge and said there was a crowd coming down Thomas Street.' He ,
assumed that these people were coming from St’ Patrick’s Hall further'ﬁp'
Thomas Street. He heard fellows shouting but he couldn't say whdt they
were shouting as they walked past the front of the bar. He'dian't have a
view of them because of the stained glass and the window shuttetrs which
were-down. As these people walked past the windows were banged'and the

ﬁ-: ;!- shutters were banged also. He carried on with the.oleahing Up.and looked

out the side door of the lounge about 5 or 10 minutes later-becaUso he '

could hear a commotion at the end of Thomas Street with High Street.

Beverley was with him at this time. He ohly locked out for a short'time"

_ and he saw a crowd of people at the bottom of the street. There was a lot

‘Tg_.':hl A of shouting going on there were Z groups of people sgquaring, up to eaoh

. . other. He didn't know anyone in the groups. He was lQO to 130 yards away,

. L . and he only popped his head out and back in again, 'ﬁe worked on behinq

| the bar when he came back in. He could hear the oommotion getting'louder
‘and he went down to the toilet windows and looked out. It wés's short Hj_.ff"
time after that he had looked out through the doors although he can'’ t say
how long 1t would have been. When he loocked out the toilet w;ndow he H;L'“'
thinks all the staff were there. When he first looked out hé;saw two 'boys
lying on the street -~ one was lying in frent of EastwoOd's clothes.shop}
the other was lying at the end of Thomas Street near to. the'bakery ﬁe =
saw the police in the middle of the road. There was a landrover on the.
Woodhouse Street side and there were people behlnd the rover 'oh the
. Woodhouse Street side. There were only about 2 policemen there one*may

| have been a woman, they were trying to keep the 2 groups apart.' Th§.9thér
group were on the upper side of Thomas Street that is towards St Mark's =~ . °
Church. There was a woman with a fellow who was lying'in ftont'of' v . |
Eastwoods. She was kneeling oown beside him. There was lots of- shoutlng
going on between the groups. He looked out’ for about 5 mlnutes and then _
went back to the bar. The staff were plannlng toe go home but’ dldn t want'o

K : S leave until everythlng had qutetened down. He could hear Shoutlng ,,ﬂ

'“j-_js - going on and went down again and looked out the tollet wlndow, he saw- arn,

— - ]
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ambulance on the street and the fellow that wae nearer to Eastwoods was

being put into the back of it, he went back intec the bar again about é_

minute or so later and it was shortly after this he went back again'and

locked ocut the toilet window. He saw a policemah with a baten gun and a
few others in the middle of the street. They were facing up towards the
church, they were moving a crowd back. He feit it was safe enough £o

leave the bar and they left at approximately 2.30 am:

' 56.  Vincent Dermott McNeice in his witness statement provided 'via_

office and dated 19 May 1997 says that on 27 April 1997 he left McKeevers
Bar in Woodhouse Street Portadown wlth COllﬂ Hull. He was golng up
Woodhouse Street to see if Boss Hoggs chip shop was open. He heard
screaming, and proceeded right to the top of the street. There was a

. '|
police landrover near the top of Woodhouse Street and he saw[D )

[D  Jiying on the road at the bottom of Thomas Street and Robert Hamill
lying on the road 20 yards away from him. There was a girl at the’

landrover screaming for help.

S7. There was a crowd in the middle of the road of about 30 peepie. There

were no pollce about except for those in the landrover Mr McNeice weht'

over to ‘D and put hlS coat under his head. They walted for_l-ﬂ

the ambulance. The pollce made no effort to help the lnjured men at all

T . and it was only when the ambulance came that they got help Mr McNeice

states that he went in the ambulance with D to hospital.

58. Mr McNeice then states that he couldn’ t.idehtify anyone who was attacking:
y”% - . the boys but he can say for deflnlte that the RUC would have seen what Was.

golng on and made no effort to glve any a3315tance to the injured men.

:\. 5. Ceolin Martin Hull in his statement prov1ded v1a Mrs_ offlce states
°, ' that on 27 Rpril 1997 he was in Charlie . McKeever 5 pub 1n Woodhouse
. Street, Portadowr. He left at about 1.30 am and headed for the top. of
_ Woodhouse 3treet to see if Boss Hoggs fast food bar was open as He wanted
;di'_'l something te eat. As he approached the Royal Oak Bar in Woodhouse Street

he could hear screaming and shoutihg_cominglfrom the centre of the town.

60.  He then walked to the top of Woodhouse Stréet and turned right tewarde'the
centre of the road and went towards Eastwood’s elothee"shbe He walked -

past a RUC landrover which was parked OUtSlde the Hallfax Bulldlng

Society. None of the pollce personnel were. out51de the landrover

61. He saw 2 people lying on the ground ébéﬁt”ld.yards:from'the landrover.

There was a crowd of -about: 30 people .and they weré“kickihg'end beating the’



62.

63.

64,

65.

66,

67.

68.

20

2 people on the ground. Two girls threw thémselves on top of the people
who were being beaten he went over to see if he could help and he was
attacked and punched and kicked. He fell to the ground. These people
were shouting “Fenian bastard”. “This is our teown. You shouldn’t be
here.” This happenad so quickly that he couldn’t describe any of his

attackers. He managed to get up and run to the far end of the street.

He went back over to| D ;. The crowd had stopped beating him

but remained at the scene.

He went over to see how Robert Hamill was and he was unconscious. He
stayed with him for about 10 minutes as the crowd was only about 10 yards
away from him. The crowd kept calling them Fenian bastards. One man made
another run at Robert and he grabbed him and threw him away. He returned
to the crowd but at no stage did the RUC leave their landrover - nor did
reinforcements come while the attack was happening. This episcde lasted
about 15 minutes. One girl banged the back of the RUC landrover pleading
for help. The RUC ignored her.

Bn ambulance eventually arrived and he helped the ambulance crew to lift
Robert onto the stretcher. The RUC left their jeep when the ambul ance

arrived and stood in front of the gang of youths,

Mr Hull finishes his statement by saying “in my view the RUC could have
left their landrover or called reinforcements as the RUC station is only
about 2 minutes walk from the scene of the attack. Instead they dig

nothing. At no stage did the RUC come under attack.”

Four police ¢fficers, the crew of a landrover, were in the wvicinity of the
junction of Woodhouse Street/Market Street and Thomas Street at the time
of the assaults on Mr Hamill andrfr______]. These were Constable Alan
Neill, | P40 '

and R/Constable Denise Cornett who has since married and is now Reserve
Constable -

Each made a witness statement in relation to the matter on 27 hpril 1997,

which was prior to the receipt o_f- letter of complaint.

Following the initiation of the complainants process Constable Neill and

y Reserve Constable Robert Atkinson

P40 ' assisted the investigating pelice in

repositioning their landrover at 3 specific locations at which it had been
stationary on the night ¢of the assault. In this regard I would refer you

fo map GPMZ on which these locations are marked LRl LR2 and LR3.

[

-
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I would refer you also to map GPM2 on which a number of relevant builqings

are identified at A-G and to the two albums of photographs of Portadown

town centre marked ARN1, ARN3 and PRMIL.

Constable Alan Keith Neill in his witness statement says that

he is a

constable in the Royal Ulster Constabulary stationed at Portadown RUC

station. On 27 April 1997 at 0010 hours he was detailed JD81, landrover
crew, along with Reserve Constables Cornett, Atkinson and| P40 . Their
duties were public order in the town centre. Approximately 0140 hours

they were parked in Market Street when they observed approximately 50

perscons coming up High Street towards Market Street/Woodhouse Street and

Thomas Street on the Thomas Street side of High Street. Some of these had

already cleared the junction and Censtable Neill decided to have a look

down towards Boss Hoggs. As he moved from Market Street into High Street

 a male approximately mid thirties crossed the road in front of them

mouthing something. Reserve Constable Cornett opened hef door and the

male said “there is a crowd coming down Thomas Street from St Pat;s”.' At

this time he was aware of 2 youths coming from the Halifax.

apprcached the male who had spoken to the police officers in

They
the mouth of

_Woodhouse Street. ©One he knew as Stacey Bridgett was face to face with

the male. This had been unprovoked. Reserve Constable Cornett shouted

out at Stacey and the other youth who then walked off. The male then '“ 

proceeded down Woodhouse Sreet and the youths came over and spoke'te _ e

reserve Constable Cornett. Constable Neill noted that Stacey had a'bottle‘

of cider in his hand, which he believes was 0ld English.. He

of the other youth’s name but knows him to see. He is-S‘S”,

15 not aware

thln WLth

short brown hair. He made the remark that he was a painter and'thatfhe

had given his name to the owner of the Coach Inn in hope of a job'in the

Seagoe Hotel. At this time Constable Neill’s door was opened and a male,

approximately mid thirties, started pulling at him. At[thie
landrover'was stationary at Woodhouse Street across the give
with the nose of it pointing inwards. This male was wearing

casual shirt, had short hair and was of stocky build. As he

Constable Neill was not aware at this time what he was;talking'abouﬁ.' At
the same time there was a lot of shouting from behind. Constabié,NeiLlj
got out of the landrover and observed what appeared te beIMOre'cat:callihg‘
than anvthing at the end of Thomas Street. He w0uld:say that there”ﬁas‘.
. approximately 8 to 10 persons, male and female, who appeared

" Thomas Street trying to make- thelr way AcCross 1nto Woodhouse

:a blue/gfeen

time the

way lines.

was pulllng

' out Constable Neill he said “you sat there and watched that happen

to come from o

Street and o

approximately 30 or more taunting and gett;ng on. A free for all then

started in a matter of seconds in Market Street, there were a’ number_of

. S
i
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fights going on. He observed one outside Fastwood's clothes shop, where
there appeared to be 3 on one. He then made for this. He was not aware
of who they were. He managed to separate these persons and remove one to
safety to Woodhouse Street. This male was in his twenties and was wearing
a white/cream type _leisure top with short zip at the throat. As he was in
Woodhouse Street with this person another male came from behind him and
punched this person on the face. He then grabbed this male and took him
to the landrover. The male would not give him his name but he was late
teens, early twenties, black hair. There was then another fight started
near him. Reserve Constable Cornett was at the side of the landrover.
Constable Neill separated this fight. They were still awaiting backup to -
arrive at this time when Constable Neill observed Reserve Constables
Atkinson and [Efo ‘in Market Street. It was at or about this time that
he became aware of 2 persons lying in Market Street outside Eastwoods and
the other more at the mouth of Thomas Stresat. There were a couple of
women tending to them. He went over to them, both appeared unconséious.
The male outside Eastwoods.was breathing, rasping and was lying in a pool
which Constable Neill immediately believed to be blood and checked this
person but could not see any cuts. He then remembered having seen a
bottle smashed in this area. He then realised that it was alcohol on the
ground and that he had seen a male, early twenties, going to 1lift a piece
of glass. This was not the same person who was lying on the ground. He
had been coming from the church side towards the glass geoing to 1ift a
piece and a person who he believes was the injured male, running at him.
Constable Neill is not sure where he was or at what stage this was in the
whole event. He had spoken to Reserve Constable Cornett and told her to
get an ambulance and then tried to assist in getting the crowd back up the
street. During this a méle, late twenties, round face with a goat beard
and very short hair, wearing a leathef type soft casual wéistcoat, was
near him and he saw him kick at the injured man.he now kﬁows as Robert
Hamill. The male with the goat beard was moved back as best possible.
Other police had arrived at this stage and were sténding with Rory’
Robinsecn, twenties, short klack hair, thin with pointed features. Both
these people were taunting injured people and those that were looking
after them. Robinson was moving back and forward across the line trying
to get through. Constable Neill became aware of [ A - ____Jhavinq
words with a male and went to assist hek. This pé;ggg_has wearing a scarf
pulled up over his face and a track suit top. Constable Neill now knows
this person as Wayne Lunt. He was taken back to the landrover by himself

A

and After this he saw Stacey Bridget with blcod around

“his mouth. He again assisted up the line trying to move the crowd up back
towards West Street. Robinson was still in the front line and squared up

to him on a couple of occasions when asked to move back, drawing his arms

(" 19264 |
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- the larger group was the Protestants and the Nationalists were the,

a denim type jacket and jeans, he appeared to be injured. The situation

calmed down somewhat after this. He remembers during this a particular

group of people, he believes Reserve Constable Atkinson was involved, alSOj

the male with the -geat beard and the leather waistcoat was 1nvolved he-
was 1nvolved in assaulting someone in the group. Constable Neill tried to

get this person off and he had to strike him with his baton. He belleves

he struck him on the leg. This had occurred during the main fracas but . he‘

is not sure exactly when, From start to when the ambulance left he would

say was half an hour.

Constable Neill gave evidence as a Crown witness at the trial of-Mark

Hobson.

In the course of the examination in chief he stated that the position of .

his landrover was at LRl as depicted on the map. He said that when he sawlt

people coming from the bottom of the town he decided to go down ngh
Street towards Boss Hoggs take away which was on the other side of the
street and that they moved out to go down to have a look down there."Ae
he moved out the man walked across the road in front of him and moutheah'n
something at them. As a result the landrover stopped at positlon'LR2.lﬁ
Following the confrontation between this man and the 2 men who had'come'o
along ngh Street he moved the landrover into position LR3. He explaiheﬁ

in ev1dence that whenever he saw the two men approach the man who had

~ spoken to police he was sort of past the turn into Woodhouse Street so he

just turned across S0 that it was still poss;ble to see what was g01ng on.f? s

He stated that the conversation with the two men which took place at the
door Sf the landrover lasted for perhaps a minute or two. And that when E
he was pulled cut of the landrover he noticed that as far as he could
remember there was a female somewhere behind the man who had pulled him
out.shouting at them as well. She was shouting the same sort of thing
“everybody sat and watched this happening”. He stated that they etlll'

didn’t know what these pecople were talking about at this Stage. He - |

confltmed that when he exited from the landrover he saw a crowd of

approximately 40 people at the junction of Thomas Street. They were
spread right across the road from the buildings to the middle of the road.
There was a lot of cat calling going on between them. There were 2 groups

. ' . EN
smaller group, say 8 to 10 standing sort of separate from the larger.

group. The Protestants were shouting “Fenians” "“Fenian bastarde”land_this

";that and the other and the Catholics were coming back with the same at’ .

them. At this stage Reserve Constable Atkinson and P40

P40 had both got out of the vehlcle and Reserve Constable Atklnson had

AR

behind him he alsc saw P51 of _in this crc}wa wearipg
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come round towards Constable Neill and he had gone round towards Reserve
Constable Atkinson. They were at the driver’s side of the land rover
towards the back. As they were standing there a fight broke out right
across the street.
73, Constable Neill then confirmed that he had intervened in a fight in which
one man was being attacked by 3 and pulled the man away across the road
and inte Woodhouse Street. He could not recall whether he waslwith any
other officer when he did this. When in Woodhouse Street this man was
assaulted by another man whom he then removed to the landrover. When he
returned to the landrover he saw that there were bottles being thrown and
jﬁ' one smashed c¢n the top of the landrover. Reserve Constable Cornett was at
the landrover on the radio. Theré were still fights going on right aeross'
the street. As far as he could remember the numbers had .gone up .at that
stage because there had been people coming up from the bottom end: of the
town. He was looking for Reserve Constable Atkinson and ;EEO | -
P40 to see were they where because he was concerned for their safety.
He saw Reserve Constable Atkinson involved in one of the fights sort of in
and arcund the area of the pelican crdssing and the centre reservation

area he went to assist Reserve Constablé Atkinson. He said that he

couldn’t put things into chronoleogical order and doesn’t know whether it

was at that stage that he saw a body lying'on_the road. There hed not

been a body lying on the road when he had earlier been over towerds Thomas °
Street to grab someone from the fight. The first time he saw a body on .
the road was after he had been in Woodhouse Street and as far as he can
remember after having brought the man from Woodhouse Street to the
landrover. BRe would say that when he saw the body he was in and around

the landrover making his way back over towards Reserve Constable Atklnson
He 1n1tlally had seen only the one body but became aware’ of the other one .
as he made his way across. He went and rendered assistance to Constable

i‘ o Atk;nson and after he had done sc, as far ashhe can remembe:; he made his

‘ way to the body that was lying outside Eastwoods that is to say Mr Hamill.
Mr Hamill was alcone at thet stage. Constable Neill checked his cendition.
There was still fighting going on but there was nobody in Fhet.imMediaﬁe

area at that particular time.

_ 74. . He remembers also being involved in a fight near to thatlarea—befween 10
.  . I and 30 feet from there. He was uncertain whether this was beferemerJefter
. he had made his way to Mr Hamill. It was during this thet he saw the man
with the goat beard standing in the area of Mr Hamill’s ‘head and shoulders
kicking at him. He later saw thls person in another fight ln whlch
Réserve Constable Atkinson was involved. Constable Neill went to .

extricate the Reserve Constable from that fight and recognised fhe'ﬁan

[ .
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with the goat beard as being the same man who had been standing over Mr
Hamill. Constable Neill struck him with his baton. He became aware of an
ambulance after it had arrived, Things had calmed down by the time it
left and when the other ambulance came To assist them they were then able
to try and push the-~Loyalist crowd back up Market Street. Prior to the
arrival of the ambulance the crowd had come down from the church and were

just right on top of them and right beside Mr Hamill. He,: P40 W

" P40 and Reserve Constable Atkinson were holding the crowd and

pushing them back.

In cross examination by Mr Orr, Constable Neill sald that he recalled that
before seeing Mr Hamill on the ground he saw 2 men running towards one

another one was coming from the direction of the church and the other from

‘the direction of Thomas Street. The man coming from the church direction

had a bottle or a bit of bottle in his hand. He believed that the person
who was 1lying on the ground ie Mr Hamill, had been the person who was
running towards the fellow with the bottle. Although he could not say for
sure that it was Mr Hamill. The men had appeared to be going to oppose
each other, to get into a fight. He didn’t see the actual fight take
place but it was after that he saw Mr Hawill on the ground and there was
alcohol and glass in that area, just beside him. This was what had
brought it into his mind. This would have been after he had pulled the.

man out of the other fight and taken him into Woodhouse Street.

In response to guestion from the trial judge Constable Neill said that
after fighting had broken out at the junction of Thomas Street there would

have been 4 or 5 separate fights taking place.

In response to further cross—examinationlfroh Mr Orr, Constable Neill éaid
that he was aware of the junction of Thomas Street and Market Street was a
flashpoint and that, having regard to what had been said to him by thes man
who had stopped the landrove;, he would have been anxious to make sure
that the presence of his landrover was going to preveht any disturbance
there that night. He said however that he did not give any instructions
on foot of what he heard as he moved the landrover from position LR2 to
LR3. He said however that he did look up Thomas Street when he was at
LR2. He accepted that the only persons in the landrover who could have
kept an eye out for any pofential trouble at the mouth of Thomas Street
were the 2 Constables in the back. He did not give an instruction to
either of the officers in the back to keep an eye out of the back windows
because Reserve Constable Cornett had told himlwhat the manfwho_had
stopped the landrover had said. When asked if once she had said this to

him he made sure that one of the occupants of the landrover at least was
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looking back for the potential trouble spot he replied that he had already,

checked Thomas Street but there was nobody coming down it at that time.

He was asked by Mr Orr if he would not have been making sure that,someéne
was checking to see-what was happening at the junction of Thomas Street
and Bridge Street. .He replied that he would take it that they were
looking out the back. It did not occur him, once the small group of 3
people had gone, to get ocut of the landrover to see if anyone was_cOﬁing,
down Thomas Street nor did it occur tc him to manceuvre the landrover into
Woodhouse Street so that he would have a clear view through the windscreen
of the junction of Thomas Street and Market Street. The conversatién with
the two men at the landrover took place only for a matter of moments. Hel
could not recollect anybody banging on the landrover asking them why they
had allowed it to happen. It was possible that Reserve Constablé Atkinson.
was with him when he pulled the man across Market Street and into' :
Woodhouse Street. Because he had to take the man away at least.3lorl4" : LJ  .
times.: He has no reccllection of he'and Constable Atkinson being togeﬁhér'
when the man was removed for the first time. He can not put evérythinq_ .
into chronological order. It was one of the times he came to the back;of' |
the landrover when he saw Mr Hamill lying on the ground. During the
course of these incidents he also went twice to the rescue of ﬁeserve
Constable Atkinson who was involved in fights. He accepted that it'wgs
guite possible that there had been an assault before police were aware of
it but neither of the injured ﬁen were on the ground whenever police got

out of the landrover.

When asked by the Judge whether he could offer any possible explanation as

to what might have happened to precipitate the man coming over Qpening the
doors of'the-landrover and grabbing him by the arm he réplied'tﬁat-he
believed there was possibly.some'assault that happened prior to polidé 
knowing about it but that it had split up in that short time and,that“‘ 

after tHey had got out of the landrover a further fight ensued. | L e

Reserve Constable Robert Cecil Atkinson in his witness statemént says that -
in the early hours of the morning of 27 April 1897 he was detailed public
order duties at Portadown town centre. He was crew in a . landrover patfol ’

with Constable Neill, driver, Resérve,Constable Cornett, ocbserver and

'526_______ crew. At appreoximately 1.30 hours they were’.
parked in the small lay-by in front of the Alliance & Leicester Building -
Society at Market Street/Woodhouse Street junction. There waéiégféir..

crowd of people making their way up the town from the_diréctién_of Bridde.
Street: _These persons were in groups of 2, 3 and 4 and consisfedlﬁf yougg -

men and several girls. They were patrons either from Portadown'RugbyJCluB.
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or the Coach Inn, Banbridge. At this stage all was good humqured and
relatively quiet. At approximately 01.40 hours Constable Neill nmoved off
from the kerb and as he did sc a2 male dressed in a greenish blue shirt,
aged about 30/35 years, with dark trousers and short brown hair passed in
front of the landroxer and mouthed something towards the vehicle. Reserve
Constable Atkinson formed the opinion that he was continuing on into
Woodhouse Street and that he was heading home from St Patriék’s Hall,
Thomas Street. As he did so 2 youths approached him from the Halifax
Building Society and one of them squared up teo him in the mouth of
Woodhouse Street. Words were exchanged but no contact took place.
Reserve Constable Cornet opened her door and told the 2 youths to clear
off home. At this time they were parked on thé give way lines at the top
of the street facing down the town. There was a commotion behind the
landrover and suddenly Constable Neill’s door was pulled open and the
Constable was pulled out. Reserve Constable Atkinson jumped out at the
back of the vehicle to see what was happening and found the male he had

previcusly described having an altercation with Constable Neill.

There was a lot of shouting up towards the town church éna it was obvious
that a Nationalist crowd had come down Thomas Street and had met with a
Loyalist crowd who had been making their way home. The 2 crowds cat
called at each other and suddenly, all at once, in about 3 or 4 places,
scuffles took place, all on the upper side of the junction. Reserve
Constable Atkinson would estimate that the crowd consisted of about 50

Lovalists to 10 — 12 Wationalists.,

On seeing them clash Reserve Constable Cornett called'on.the_radio for
assistance. Reserve Constable Atkinson followed Constable Neill to Market
Street above Eastwood’s shop where he extricated a male person who was
being attacked by 4 or 5 youthsl. He removed this person to Woodhouse
Street for his own safety. The Reserve Constable thinks this perscn was
dressed in a light coloured casual top. As Reserve Constable Atkinson
turned around to regroup with his colleagues he observed that they Qere

being attacked with bottles etc. He observed 2 bodies lying on the

roadway. One in the middle of ths road ocutside Eastwood’'s shop'énd one

cutside the bakery on the ceorner of Thomas Street. He kept the crowd back
with his baton while Constable Neill checked these persons. There were
alsc a number of females giving assistaﬁﬁe. _He'called on ' Reserve '
Constable Cornett to get hold of aﬁ ambulance. She had already reguested
one. The Loyalist youths were still trying to attack both police and the
Naticnalists and Constable Neill pulled one of them from the crdwd. Some
of the rest tried to intervene and.Reserve Constable Atkinson stopped

them. Reserve Constable Atkinson accompanied Constable Neill to the
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landrover where he was confronted by the male person in the b;ueish_shéﬁt_
whom they had originally encéuntered. This person was very agitatgd and
grabbed him by the jacket. He broke free and he tried to_wrestlé-the .
Reserve Constable’s baton from him. In the ensuring étruggle'the leather
strap was broken. .Hhilst the Reserve Constable was struggling withlth;s
person'he could see out of the corner of his eye that 3 yOuths were . .,
jumping on the heéd of the male who was lying on the ground outside
Eastwoods. The Reserve Constable broke free and went to the injﬁred

perscon’s aid where he remalned until assistance from other police- arrlved

All this time the Loyalist crowd taunted and tried to attack. They had to

be held back by poclice and at one stage the Reserve Constable struck a
male dressed in a mustard coloured shirt, whom he believed to be called
Rory Robinson, in the stomach to prevent him breaklng through pollce

lines. Whilst doing so he had occasion to observe| _Wrembve

a youth known to him as Wayne Lunt, dressed in a white baseball hat and a -

red, whlte and blue scarf. The Reserve Constable would estimate that (1t
took the ambulance approx1mately 10 to 15 minutes to arrive and it was at
the scene a further 15 minutes. The incident lasted approximately one _

hour before peace was restored.

In his evidence in chief at the trial bf Mark Hobscn, Reserve Constab;é

Atkinson gave a similar account of the incidents which took place on this , -

evening.

During cross-examinaticon by Mr Orr, Reserve Constable Akinson'agréed'that
he and his colleagues were present at that location on that evening * -
because it was a potential flash point. He would have been aware that

people would be coming from St Patrick’s Hall along Thomas Street and. that

others from the other side of the community would be coming aleng ‘the Maln"

Street. He Confirmed that the 3 positions of the landrover were as set
out on the map at LRl;:LR%.and LR3. ' He said that he could;nqilrecall the
man who passed in front of,the landrover saying anything to-any of-fhe -
occupants. Specifically; he dia not have any recollection of a person
pointing out to police that there would be a group of-peOplé who wohld be

coming from: St Patrick’s Hall into Woodhouse Street. The man may have .

sald something -but Réserve Constable Atkinson definitely didn’t hedr .it as -

the engine of the landrover was running and it wasn’t audible to, hlm.

He confirmed that his evldence was that when he jumped out of the rear of
the landrover,thewperson who was involved in shoutlng at Constablé Neill .
was the same man who hadlwalked_across the road a short time beforé]he
said that the crowd.of Loyélists were in groups of threes and'fbhfs.and

the Natlonallsts spllt up 1nto 2 to 3 groups as. Qeil. The Loyallsts ‘were

Zscattered in varlous locatlons back up the town towards the church and

i -
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across the town. The conversation with the 2 men at the driver’s door Qf:
the police vehicle lasted for 3 to 4 minutes. During that time there was

no conversation within the landrover about rival groups in the area. He

can not recall whether he looked back during those 3 or 4 minutes to see

if there was any grgoup coming from St Patrick’s Hall. He said that in the
pesition adopted by the landrover police had a view down the town and of
the Roval QOak Pub in Woodhouse Street, and if you can get a glance back

you can lean back towards the Thomas Street corner.

When the suggestion was put te him that the people coming from St
Patrick’s Hall were attacked suddenly when they arrived out of the mouth
of Thomas Street and Main Street he replied that when he got out of the
landrover and ran round to the driver’s side there had been no bodily
contact between the parties as far as he could see. The first time he was
alerted to the fact that there were 2 rival groups was when he got out of
the landrover to help Constable Neill. Verbal abuse was exchanged between
the rival groups before any blows were struck. The first physical contact
occurred when he and Constable Neill went over to the crowd and before he

retrieved the man and brought him into Woodhouse Street.

He thep said that the land;over was parked at position LR3 before the. man
whom they initiaily saw walked across front of it. He confirmed that it
was immediately after he had run the man to safety into Woodhouse 3treet
that he saw the 2 peopie lying on the ground. Constable Neill then looked
at them to see what condltlon they were in and he, Reserve Constable
Atklnson, kept the crowd at bay. Thls initial attack took place in the 1
period of time in which it tock him to run a man across the Main Street

and ihto the mouth of Woodhouse Street. He then had an altercatioen with
the man who had initially walked in front of the landrover. This man
grabbed hold of the Reserve Constable’s baton and the strap breke, In the

course of thlS he turned round and saw 3 people jumping on Mr Hamill.

'Because of his involvement with the other man Reserve Conctable Atklnson

was not able to go to his assistance. He did not see anyone strike the

man with whom he and Canstable Neill ran into Woodhouse Street.

P40 in his witness statement says that he is - a

full timé constable of the Royal Ulster Constabulary at present attached

to Portadown RUC Station, Edward Street, Co Armagh. . Oh Sunday 27 April
1997 he was in uniform and accompanied by Constables Neil,.Cornétt and
Atkinson in a landrover on public order duties in Portadown town centre.
At approximately 01.43 hours they were stopped at the.junctioh of
Woodhouse Street and Mafkgt Street with the front of the léhdrovefl ,T

pointing in the'direct;on of Halifax Building Society. At this time they

T e
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were talking to 2 male youths, one of whom the Reserve Constable knows as
“Stacey”. A short time later a man who was approximately 33 to 40 years
old and wearing a navy shirt and dark coloured trousers informed Reserve
Constable Cornett that his mates were coming from St Pat’s Hall towards
the town centre. At this time he noted a crowd of approximately 25
persons walking from the direction of Wellworths shop in the direction of
Church Street. He heard shouting coming from the direction of Thomas
Street and informed Constable Neill. A male person then opened-Constable
Neill's door and started pulling at his arm and shouting at him. They
then got out of the landrover and the Reserve Constable noted that there
was a crowd of appreoximately 50 youths and men, there werelseveral figHts
taking place and several females were screaming and shouting. The male

who was wearing the navy shirt and dark trousers came over to the Reserve
P40 o

Constable “what the fuck are you going to do?”

JE—

tried to get this male into Woodhouse Street for his own safety and to

stop further confrontation with the other males. At this time another

male who was wearing a white sweatshirt type top came running from the

direction from Weoodhouse Street. P40 |physically

stopped this male and moved him back towards Woodhouse Street as he knew

he came from the Nationallist part of town. P40 J

observed 2 males lying in the middle of the rocad adjacent to Thomas

Street. There was a crowd at that side of the street. _[P40

(ﬁ{g__;made his way across the street to Thomas Street and asslisted other
police in moving the c¢rowd back. He observed one of the males in the
crowd, this male had very short black hair, black moustache and a goatee
type beard, he was approximately 5797 tall and was of stocky build. He

had a black leather jacket and was wearing blue jeans. This male was

' being very aggressive and was taunting the Nationalists and had to be

physically moved back several times. The ambulance arrived and the
paramedics attended the 2 injured males. The Z males were put into
ambulance and taken to hospital. Sergeant P89 and Inspector McCrum
gave orders for the crowd to be moved inte West Street. The crowd was
eventually moved out of the town centre into West Street. Police then
formed a cordon at the West Street barrier and eventually the crowd

dispersed. Their call sign was stood down at approximately 3.30 am.

Reserve Constable Denise Cornett in her witness statement states that she
is a full time Reserve Constable in the Royal Ulster Constabulary
presently stationed at Portadown RUC Station. On Sunday 27 April 1997 she
was .on duty and in uniform. She was accompanied by Constablé.Neill, as

—

driver, Reserve Constable Atkinson and P40 as crew.

Their duties were to patrol the town centre, public order duties within

the town barriers. They were stationary outside Instep Sports, They

![ 19272 |
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observed a number of youths walking from Wellworths, High Stredt heaolng
towards Market Street. The proceeded then toltravel down High Street when
they observed a male in his late thirties{'eerly forties wearing a blue”
shirt and dark trousers and moving his lips. Reserve Constable Cbrnett
told Constable Neill to stop the landrover. The'landrover stopped atlthe
entrance of Woodhouse Street and she opened the door. The male said.“Mj.
friends are coming down Thomas Street” she replied “okay”lthe man then
proceeded down Woodhouse Street. Two youths both in their'late.teeﬁs or
early twenties.came over to her at the landrover and started talking. One
male was wearing a blue Ralph Lauren shirt, ano-had brown short heir.'-He_
had a green glass bottle of cider in his right hand. The'other male .was
wearing a light cream shirt, dark trousers and brown short hair. The
youths had local accents. Constable Neill had his driver's door_opehed by
a man in his late thirties wearing a blue, shirt, dark'trousers, wlthhbrown
short hair. This man was shoutino at him. .All of the polloe offlcers
alighted from the landrover. Reserve Constable Cornett could see
different groups fighting and a Woman screaming. She ran back to the
landrover to call for assistance and alsc an ambulance as.2_people"had-
been injured. At this time s female wearing'a white jumper and who hed‘:
brown short hair came to her at the pollce landrover and was shouting
abuse at her and screaming. She then left the landroﬁer and oould-see 2
people lying on the ground., She ran over'to a male who was wearing a blue
shirt, dark jeans and short dark hair to see if he was breathing“; There
were 2 females at.his side. She reassured the ‘females ‘that there was an
amblilance on its way. One female was wearlng a black leather jacket, dark
trousers and had long streaked halr The other female had short brown
hair. Reserve Constable Cornett then 1mmedlately went over to the other
male. He was UNCONSCious. The female came over to her and she was very
distressed. She was’ wearlng a blue jacket and dark trousers and had short
dark auburn hair. She then went back to ‘the landrover. * She: observed
Constable Neill struggllng Wwith a young male at the landrover} She tr;gd.
to assist Constable Neill but a male in his early twenties who was weadring
a white top and had brown wavy hair was trylng to klck ‘the young male who
was struggllng with Constable Neill. She tried to restraln the male ?
wearing the white jumper from kicking. A male wearlng ‘a blue shlrt pulled
this male away towards the Alliance & Lelcester Bulldlng Socrety She_e
left the landrover and was approaohed by a female- wearlng a blue jacket,

dark trousers and who had shoulder lehgth hair. She was very dlstressed

and crying. Reserve Constable Cornett trled to- comfort her. She observed .

police arriving to assist. The ambulahce then arrived at the offlcers put

" the 2 males inside the vehlcle and took them to Craigavon Area HOSpltal

Police were requested to move the crowd 'They formed a llne andlmoved :h

approx1mately 50 youths, whom she descrlbed as’ Protestants,'up to~West

LN
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Street barrier. They remained there until the crowd dispersed. At the

time of the incident there were approximately 50 Protestants and 10

Catholics.

A , in a witness statement dated 27 April 1997

states that she is presently attached to Portadown RUC Station. On Sunday
27 April 1997 she was detailed observer with Constable Orr, driver. At
approximately 01.47 hours she overheard a radio transmission from JD81,
Constable Cornet, requesting assistance in Portadown town centre reference
a disturbance ongoing. At 01.55 hours whilst driving past Thorntons
confectionery shop she chbserved a male youth to her left. He was of slim
build, approximately 579" in height, wearing white trainers, white jeans,
and a white sweatshirt with gray stripes on the sleeves. He alsq wore a
white peaked cap and had a red, white and blue scarf wrapped round his
face. Upon observing this youth the Constable noticed that he was
carrying a bottle upside down and running towards the crowd that was at
the junction of Thomas Street. Constable Orr stopped the car aleng side
this youth and asrA - _Jalighted from the vehicle the youth

pulled the scarf down from his face and ran in the directioen of Church

Street. She now knows this male to be Wayne Lunt, _of -

—. At this time she observed 2 male persons

lying in the vicinity of Market Street at the junction of Thomas Street.
She also observed 40 to 50 persons involved in confrontation with each
other and cther police personnel. She returned to the car to assist with
the disturbance. At this time she turned and saw Lunt, once again behind
her. He turned to run again so she took hold of his arm. At this time he
began kicking cut with his feet, striking her once on the left shin and
once on the left ankle. At 01.57 she placed Lunt in the rear of a police
landrover to ascertain his name and address. This was done as Lunt was
continually trying to pull away from her and some members of the crowd
were also trying to pull him back inteo the crowd. Lunt left the_landrover
at approximately 02;05 hours to be spoken to at a later date. At this
time she returned to other police members who were trying to clear the
road. She observed a number of people whom she knew in the crowd, ‘which
was pushed back behind the West Street barrigr where they remained for a
length of time. 1In this statement ConstableIA_____Jclarified that Lunt}s
name and address were obtained and confirmed and that he was allowed to
leave the police landrover as it was not préctical tc arrest him at that

time.

In a further witness statement dated 24 June 1997 A i states

that she had already made reference to placing Lunt into the rear of the

landrover to ascertain his name and address. This was done at

) - - _-'—'\.
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approximately 01.57 hours. Mr Lunt left the police landrover af-02;05:
hours. At this time she was approached by a male person approximately _
579" in height. He was wearing light coloured trousers, blue shirt and -
tie and had short ginger/fair hair. This person started to shout at he;~
“what the fuck did-pou let him go for, he was one of the ones that did
it.” Ei__ 'tbok it that this person was referring to the 2

male persons who were lying motionless in the road. She tried to explain
tc this person her reasons for reieasing Lunt but he was continually
aggressive and constantly shouting at her. Another male who was about . .
5'7* in height, of stocky build and had short dark hair was civil and . .I'I.
asked her if he could take her name with reference to the assault and

disorder. She agreed and gave him her name. She does not_recéli_sﬁeaking

to any other person regarding her dealings with Lunt.

A gave evidence at the trial of Mark Hobsen. In the course

of her evidence in chief she confirmed that when she first obsefved the
large.crowd in Market Street/Thomas Street it would have-been composed of
approximately 40 to 50 persons. She saw 2 men lying motiohless on the

road. The crowd appeared to be very close to these 2 men. Police were e
trying to push the crowd back away from them. She said that as far as $He :
can recall she remembers the crew of the landrover being Eheré and alsoc
Reserve Constable Silcock, ‘The ambulance had not arrived at the time she

had arrived. Herself, Constable Orr and the crew from the landrover were

,asslsting and trying to push the crowd away from the 2 malesiiying'on the

road. Reserve Constable Silcock was giving assistance to one of the males
on the road. She was present when the ambulance arrived. -After the ;'
incident of the landrover with Lunt she went back over to assist fhé“'

policeman pushing the crowd back up the street. ’ - _'pf

In cross-examination A | said that she couldn’t say whether

_ the 40 or 50 persons in.the crowd whom she initially saw belaned“tbjohe'

group or to 2 or more groups. She can not recall whether there*wés'any

cat calling between rival groups. Constable Neill assisted her 1n

bringing Lﬁnt té the landrover. In response to a questlon from the Judge' .
she séid it didn’t occur to her to record the name and address of the
pdténtial witness who ﬁad spoken to hei about Lunt, indicating that he was

“one of the ones who did it”. She did not see any flghtlng at any stage.

David Morrow the witness statement dated 1 May 1997 states that he'i$ a

employed as a leading ambulance man by the Northern'Ireland‘AmbuLaﬂQ&

Service. ©On Sunday 27 April 1957 he was on duty accbmpanied by Glen

Stewart. At around 1.52 am on this date they received a report to attend

an incident in Portadown town centre. They made thelr way to.the sceuel'
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arriving at 1.58 am. At Market Street/Thcmas Street he saw a hostile
crowd of people aﬁd 2'injured persons lying on the road. They quickly
checked each of the 2 injured persons and found one of them was
unconscious and had an abrasion on the left-hand side of his head. The
other person had a-minor head injury. He went to the ambulance to_get';
stretcher and Glen remained with the more seriously injufed persor. IWhen
he returned the other injured person had got up from the road. He now
knows thié seriously injured person was a Robert Hamill and the other-
person was calledlg___:ji. A third perscn, € Hull, whe had a minor'injury
was also placed in the ambulance with the other 2. 0On route to Craigdvon
Area Hospital at 2.02 am Robert Hamill was put on oxygen and all 3 were

conveyed to the hosgpital, arriving at 2.09 am.

Mr Morrow gave evidence for the prbsecution at the trial of Mark Hobson.

During examination in chief he said that when he arrived at the sceﬁe in
his ambulance he saw what he desdribed at a hostile crowd of people. He
said that they seemed to taunting each other.and there seemed to be a few
missiles and that being thrown. There seeméd to he 2 riva} groups
taunting éach other. There wés a total of anywhere between 30 and.50

people at the scene. The crowd was all scattered arocund. There was a

1

- crowd at Thomas Street, back intc Market Street and there was a crowd over

by Woodhouse Street, it was just scattered around. He wouldn’t say there
was one particular crowd in one area, it was scattered around. When_ﬁe'
arrived ‘he recalled that he saw a police landrover and a police car and
there were police officers about. While he was dealing with tHe 2 pecple
on the ground more people were coming ﬁp the town from_the Edwardlsﬁreet

end.

In cross—examination he said that as Mr Hamill was put into the ambulance

D

and as walked in there was still taunting going on betwéen'the
rival groups. He had no observation of what the pelice were deoing but
knew that there was a police presence aﬁd'ﬁertook_no intefest he Qhat they
were doing. When asked if there was any liaison between police and '

himself he replied ™ I think they had a difficult enodgh job to do .

themselves.”

Witness statements were taken from a number of people who where in

Portadown town centre at the relevant time.

Pauline Newell had spent the evening at the Coach disco in BanbridQe-and.

- arrived in Portadown at about a quarter panlone_on Sunday morning 27

April 1997 shé_speﬂt a period of time at Boss Hoggs faSt‘foodlbutlet and ';
S 18278 )
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then walked up towards the church at the top of the town te meet her
friends Tracey and Kelly who had walked on ahead of her. She saw a police
landrover at the top of Woodhouse Street and as she crossed the Woodhouse
Street juncticon she glanced down and saw an elderly man walking on his own
in the direction of~the tunnel. She zlsoc saw Dean Forbes and Stacey
(Bridgett) at the police landrover. They were standing at the front
passenger door of the landrover which was opened apparently talking to the
police inside it. She remembers that as she passed the landrover she
heard “bickering” from the other side of the street. It was like talking
but louder. She doesn’t know what was being sald. She just walked on and
paid no real attention., She then met other friends and with the 2 friends
who had walked ahead of her and they all went to the home of her friend
Tracey. She states she did not hear any talk about any row or fight in
the town that night but learnt about it from the news the next day.

(P51 T .
in a witness statement dated 21 May 1997 says that on

Saturday night 26 April 1997 he was at Simon McNally’s house with some
friends. Sometime after twelve midnight they set off for the Chinese
restaurant in West Street. On route they met Lisa Robson and Wayne Lunt
and they all walked to West Street together. Scme of the group went into
the Chinese restaufant. He sfood cutside with 2 others. When the others
came out they all started to walk towards the town centre for a walk when
they arrived at the Church they sat down on the summer seats at the front
of the building. He doesn’t know what time they arrived at the Church.
He remembers seeing a police landrover parked facing down the street, it
was parked at the Halifax Building Society. He didn't see any police
standing about the landrover. He thinks there were a few members of the
public standing around the landrover. He then heard shouting, he heard,
“orange bastards this is our town®”, and “up the Ra” he looked down the
street and could see a scuffle at the junction of Woodhouse Street and
Thomas Street. There were about 10 to 12 people in the scuffle but they
weren’t all fighting. He didn’t see any punches being thrown and didn‘t
see anybody lying on the street. BHe didn’t recognise anybody in the

scuffle., He got up and started to run back up the street. P46  Kyle

‘and Simon ran with him. He didn’t see Lisa Robson or Wayne Lunt after

they started to run up the street. He ran when he saw the scuffle because

he knew he shouldn’t be there at that. time.

Kyle Woods in a witness statement dated 28 May 1997 states that he was in

the company of{P51 .on this occasion., He said that while they were

at the Chinese restaurant there was some commotion in the centre of the

town so!ﬁZE:::J Simon and he walked down towards the church. When at the
front of the church he saw a crowd of people in the centre of the town

{ 19277}
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there was a police landrover at the Alliance & Leicester and a crowd
coming up towards it from the botton of the town. There were people'[
standing at the landrover talking to the policemen. There was.a boy, he
was fat and he was shouting “teac ar la” he states that he doesn’ t-rear}y:
remember what happemed next but he does recall seeing 2 people lying'onj
the ground at about Eastwoods and the crowd punching and kicking at tném.
He alsoc heard glass breaking but didn’t see anyone throwing any bottlest

He saw police trying to push the crowd back. 'The atmosphere was very'

intense and he didn’t want to be there. He and his friends then left the

sceneg.

Jonathan Wright in a witness statement dated 11 May 1997 statea thet"dn

the morning in queStion he was in the company of Marc Hobson a men_who was
subsequentiy tried for the murder of Mr Hamill, and Allister Hanvey, who
was subsequently charged with the murder but 'released following'a.nef I
prosecution direction from this office, in the area of Poradown céntre hel
stated that when they got to the big church-in the centre of Portadown he
stood on a wall in front of the building. He could see a lot of peeple
being pushed towards them by the police’ :

There would have been about 20 in the crowd. They were shoutinglat thel.

pelice and pointing their-fingers at them. He saw police but couldn’t say

how many police there were and couldn’t hear what the crowd were shouting. -

He stood looking around for Allister but couldn’t see -him. - He .didn’t see’
anybody fighting. He saw 2 ambulances and they were carrying somebddy on v
a streteher'into the ambulance. The police were in a row pushlng the'_l

crowd up the street, towards them. Mark and he decided to go home - thls“

“would have been about five past two - the police had the Crowd under

control then. He didn’t get’ 1nvolved in any fighting and’ dldn t ses

anybody fighting, only the crowd being pushed up the street.-

. Ina further witness statement dated 15 May 1997 Mr Wright says that. he

did not give the full facts in his first statement. He goes’ on- to state
that when Hobson and he walked down the town and got to the. front of the
Church where the Chrlstmas tree was they walked a few yards further dOWn
the street. He could see'a fight further down the town, in ‘the mlddle of

the street between Thomas Street and Woodhouse Street. He was.about 30

vards from the fight. There were about 20 to 30 people in tne middie of

the street. He saw a person etanding behind the crowd in. thé middlefef

the street, this man was wearing a blue shirt and_striped t;e,-he'wae

wearing dark trousers which appeared smart. This man was shoutingftOWardS'V

the crowd of Protestantd to come on. There was fignting going 6n in.the

crowd that he was Shonting at. Mark then left him and ran down 1nto the‘
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crowd. Mr Wright then stood at the edge of the flowerbeds facing the
Abbey Naticnal Building Society he could see Mark being pushed about by
the crowd. He saw him 1lift his hand and reach out for somebody. He
didn't see him hit anybody. There was a lot of shouting - pgople shouting
“Fenian bastards” amd “Fenian cunts”. There ﬁas 2 or 3 from the Catholic
crowd shouting too. They were trading insults, calling the Protestants
“orange bastards”. The fighting lasted about & to 10 minutes. He saw
Rory Robinson in the middle of the crowd, he was running around like a
headless chicken. He saw Stacey Bridgett trading cross punches with one
persen. They were fighting a wee bit to the left of the main fight — more
towards the Alliance & Leicester Building Society. He saw a boy lying'on_
the street at the mouth of Thomas Street, he was lying on his chest and;
wasn’t moving. This fellow was wearing dark clothes. He saw a police
landrover parked on the Main Street at the Halifax. There were about 5 to
6 policemen trying to break the fight up. He saw people trying to push
police away from the main fracas. The mood of the crowd was violent _
towards police. He heard bottles being smashed. The police got the crowd
under control and the crowd started moving. Mark came back out of the
crowd and Mr Wright teld him to come on. They walked up the town centre
to the Church and Mr Wright then parted from Hobson and ﬁalked home. He .
adds that he made this second statement because not telling the full facts

the first time had been preying on his conscience.

105. Kyle Colin Magee in a witness statement made on 30 April 1997 states that
on the night of Saturday 26 April 1897 he went to the Coach disco in
Banbridge. He arrived back in Portadown with his friend.at approximately
1.50 am. He got off the bus at the bottom of the town “Herrons#Country '
Fried Chicken and went to “Boss Hoggs” fast food outlet with-

_. On coming back out of “Boss Hoggs™ he. stood there with a crowd
of his friends for about 10 to 15 minutes. A few minutes later he saw a
crowd starting to fight in the middle of the street, at the junction_of
Woodhouse Street and Thomas Street. There would have been about 20

" fighting. He started to walk towards the fight and 2 girls walked with
him. He got close to the fight. He saw about 20 boys fighting. The
police léndrover was parked outside the Alliance & Leicester Building
Society and he saw a éouple of police offigers getlout of the landrover
and walk towards the fight. He started shouting at the police, he can’t
remembeér what all he called them. He then walked up towards the Church
with the 2 girls. The crowd was still fighting.. He then walked back down
to the summer seat, just down from the Church towards the town centre. ‘He
sat'down with the 2 girls for a few minutes ana'watched the fight. The
ambulance arrived. He cbserved .a feliow lying on the ground in the middle

nf the road on the Thomas Street side of the Main Street. He thinks he.
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was lying in a pool of blood. The police had got the fight uhder'cohtrol
by now. The police marched the people qp.the'town passed the Churcp." . L

106, Michelle Elizabeth Jamison in the witness statement 9 May 1897 said that
on Sunday morning ‘tke 27 April 1997 at about 1.30 am or 1.45 am she walked
from her home to Mandeville Street in Portadown with her frlend; They met
her friend's boyfriend in Mandeville Street and had spent about 5 mieutes
with him when she heard shouting coming from the town centre. She heard
people shouting, “come you Fenian bastards,” “come on then” she walked "
_ down towards the town centre to see what was going on she stopped at the
i?; - roundabout in the eentre of the town and could see people coming up from _'3
the bottom of the town, there was abdut 20 to 30 people about;ﬁ'The.bulk:
of the people were across the street from Woodhouse_Street to_the_streetfl_
opposite it. She saw police landrovers sitting near to the Allianee &;’”
Leicester Bank, she dldn t nOthe any police out in the street.' There
were loads of people running about and there was shoutlng and’ screamlng
She heard things like “come on then”, “come ahead”Ir pelng shouted._lghe
realised that there was a fight geing on between Protestants and ' _
Catholics. She stayed at the roundabout thing for a couple of-minuteé and
during that time could hear bottles smashing. She walked én down towardsl-:'
the crowd, she walked down the centre of the street and then crossed over
to the right-hand side as she was d01ng so she heard a woman screamlng, .
she had her hair in a bob, it was brown, she was wearlng a black jacket,'
she was down on her knees over a man who was lying on the street face . : o
downwards. He was lying nearing near to Eastwoods shop She was .
screaming for help and an ambulance. She kept looklng at the man; a1l the
time she walked over to the woman and the man. The woman said “there 15

no point in it” to her. She knhelt .down and listened to his breathing, he o

i

sounded as if he couldn't get any air. During this time she.éaw the
pelice standing near the landrover on the opposite side of the. stréet to |
where she was. She got up and before she left she heardlsoﬁeohe say that.
there was an ambulance on its way. ' .
R | o ’
107. Stephen James Blcomer in a witness statement dated 29 May 1997]Ea§s that -
on the night of Saturday 26 April 1957 he had been at the Coach disco in’
Banbridge and had got the bus back to Portadewn arriving at about twenty-'
five or twenty to two in the morning. He went to “Boss Hoqgs” to get ‘_
something te eat and then walked up through the centre of town. At about{-:
\ the traffic lights in the centre of the town he Saw a fight'start. - This
o . was in the middle of the rcad. He thought it just a'ﬂormai sert~or'
" '-f' j Saturday night fight and didn’t want.to'det involved so Walked on past it. -
There seemed to be about 4'or 5 people involved in the fight. -He'can’t

describe any of them. There wasn't anybody lylng on the ground just
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fellows beating the head off each other. He walked on to about'the
Progressive Building Society where he stopped to talk to a girl Tracey
Clark. He heard shouting, he thinks women shouting “leave him alone”.
There was a lot of shouting but he can’t really say what it was. He also
heard sirens coming-both police and ambulance, the ambulance one at a bit
ofla distance. He then saw 2 people lying on the ground. .There was,
police there starting to move people back. He saw policemen with a
plastic baton round gun and he didn't want to be anywhere near the place

50 he walked away.

Jennifer Carol O'Neill in a witness statement dated 13 May 1997 states

that on the night of Saturday 26 April 1997 she had been at the Coach Inn,

Banbridge and had Qot'the bus home again to Portadown arrivind in the town
at approximatélyll;40 am. The bus stopped at the bottom of the town she
walked up with her.ffiends to Boss ﬁoggs and then left to walk up the town
centre. Iheré were a few people in the centre of the town put she didn’t
know them ahd.didn't pay them any attention. She recallé seeing a pclice
landrover parked somewhere in the Maln Street, she can’t remémber wherel
Three of them walked on towards St Marks Church at the top of the town and'
while walking past Connors Chemist she heard shouting coming from the
direction of. the town centre. The 3 of them stood at thé green gate at

the side bf 5t Marks Church and looked down the street. 'They could see :
approximately 20 people in the middle of the St;ect, about the middle-of'
the town, about 10 of these people were fighting with each other. She -

cbserved people th;cwing puncheé at each.other and others running about.

'She heard pecple shouting “Fenian bastards” and there was one fellow

shoutiﬁg “orange-bastards”.'zshé'c0uld see a police car parked outside
Wellworths énd observed it drive up thé street with the 2 tone horns on.
It was one of tﬁose.police'cars with the stripes, parked about Wellworché,
she. didn’t see aﬁybody lying on the street. She then walked.home.

Constablé Godly made'é witness statement .dated 29 April 1997 in which he:
Portadown RUC.Statlon as the communlcatlons offlcer. At.apprOXlaately
01.47 hours he récqived a radio transmission fromlReserve Constable
Cornett réqﬁestiﬁg backup vehicles in the town centre. He directed
BeServe Constable Warnock and his mobile patrol to assist. The cther
patrel cars were'also ;esponding to Reser%e'Constable Cornett’s
fransmiscion. At 01.48|hours Reserve Constable Cornétt féquested
anbulance tc assist to the “town céntre. Two persons had been 1njured.  He

1mmed1ately contacted ambulance control to request thedr ass;stance
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Reserve Constable Dean Silcock in a witness statement dated 27 April-1997
said that on that date he was a driver of a mobile patrol accompanied by
Constable Adams at 01.47 hours they received a call about a disturbance in
Portadown town centre. They arrived several minutes later. He observed 2
male persons lying—+n the Church Street bound direction of High Street.

He radioced for an ambulance and stayed with these 2 injured men along with
several women who said they were accompanying the men and the fracas
occurred until the ambulance arrived. A large crowd of youths'were in the
vicinity of these men. They were aggressive both verbally and physically.
On several occcasions he pushed the youths away from the injured man as

they appeared to try and kick the man.

A number of other police officers attended the scene following the

assaults upon Mr Hamill and :D ____; They have made statements which
are on the complaint file. Their evidence is that they arrived at the
scene of the assaults when the injured men were lying on the ground at the
junction of Market Street and Thomas Street and that they assisted police
already at the scene to control the situation pricr to the arrival.of the

ambulance,

b witness statement was also recorded from Witness A who was present in
Portadown in the early hours of the morning of 27 April 19%7. She

indicated to pelice that she was not prepared to give oral evidence.

Witness A in a statement dated 10 May 1997 says that on Saturday 26 April
1997 she went to the disco at the Coach in Banbridge. She travelled_back
to Portadown on a bus which left at 1.15 am. She and a number of friends
got off the bus at the Classic bar in Bridge Street and walked up High
Street towards the town centre. After waiting for a friend who went into
Boss Hoggs to get chips they then walked up as far as the Mandarin House
in West Street. At about 1.45 am approximately when they were in West
Street they heard shouting ceoming from the Main Street. She can’t
remenper what was said but it was something like “fight, fight”, they all
ran down to see what was happening when they got as far as the Church they
could see a crowd of the junction of Thomas  Street/Market Street. She sat
down beside a friend at Poundstretcher. She saw 2 people lying on the-
street, one was near the centre of the road and the other was near. the
footpath close to Eastwoods. The person she saw in the middle of the road
she thought was dead as he was not moving. It was at this time that she
saw a number of perscons gathered round the person lying in the'gentre of
the road, These persons were kicking the person on the ground around the.
head and bedy. She saw them jump on the person on the ground they jumped

all over him and kicked him. She then purports to identify the persons

q" 19282 )
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who were doing this. ' One of these persons she ldentlflES as ‘her former'
boyfriend Allister Hanvey. She states ‘the other person iying near 'i _
Eastwoods was being helped by Mlchelle Jamison but she saw persons run.up"
and kick him around the head and body and Michelle.was telling.them to

stop. At that time—she saw a number of’ pollce behind the crowd who were

attacking the 2 persons lylng orn the ground As far as she could see the

police were not doing much to stop what was happening. The next thlng.Sheh
remembers was more police arrived and pushed the crowd back. The '
ambulance arrived and took the 2 persons away who had.heen attaoked by the
crowd.  The police then made the crowd move up the street to the Church
and later up to West Street. Later'in her witness statement Witness A
s5ays that since this incident BRllister Hanvey has contacted her on

numercus occasions and keeps askino her. what'she had said to the police

Hanvey told her that Reobbie Atkinson had been very good to hlm because on

the Sunday morning after the incident he rang hlm at about §.00 am and

told him to get rid of the clothes he was wearlng the prev1ous night. She .

states that Hanvey also told her that Reserve Constable Atkinsbn was:
ringing him every day to keep him up to date- wrth the polloe

lnvestlgatlon

On 10 June 1997 Detective Chief Superlntendent McBurney, the'offioer'in
charge of this complaint’ 1nvestlgatlon, was present at the junctlon of
Market Street and Woodhouse Street when Constable,Nelll-ano.Reserve B
Constable Atkinson assisted in the re-siting of the policeilandrover at
the location where it had been when:the"assaultslon Mr“Hamlll and Mr
Girvan took place. This is the looatlonnwhioh is marked LR3‘on the.map.

. - . Sy
V i

Mr_ Forensic Scientist, attended the re-siting of the police

landrover at the junction of Woodhouse Street/Market Street.

v

He concludes that the front seat passenger would not have had a uiew of

~the events taking place outside Eastwoods clothing.

Both rear seat passengers would have-an'extrEmely restricted'ﬁiew of

events taking place outside Eastwooda ciothing Unless either rear srde,“

passenger was aware of something happenlng or had made 'a dellberate effort

{(by putting their eyes up close té the srde slit WlndOWS or cranlng to see

out of the rear ‘window) he would fully accept that nothlng about out51de

would be necessary noticed.

He oomments that the drlver of the vehlcle asserts that he was in-

conversatlon with persons on the passenger side of the Vehlcle '.Mr R

_ comments that if this were true then he would have had. to made a

v
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deliberate effort to “crane” his neck through about 180 degrees to see aﬁy
events outside Eastwoods clothing. A relatively unrestricted view through'
the side window would be possible should the driver choose to look through
it.

Each of the 4 constables who had been in the police landrover at the
junction of Woodhouse Street and Market Street on 27 April 1897 were
interviewed under cauticn by the Detective Chief Superintendent McBurney

and Detective Inspector Irwin.

Constable Neill at the time of his interview was in possession of a copy
of his original witness statement which he referred to during the
interview along with his notebook entry and baton report. In the course
of the interview Constable Neill pointed out position LRl as where the
landrover of which he was the driver was initially sitting on this evening
he outlined where each of the occupants of the landrover were sitting in
the vehicle. He confirmed that he had been detailed tc do public order
duties so he outlined that the area around the junction and at Mandeville
Street and at the other end of the town at Kentucky Fried Chicken or Boss
Hoggs were potential flash points. He stated that most of the sectarian
incidents that would take place would be at the Woodhouse/Thomas Street
junction where people coming from St Patrick’s Hall were going down
Woodhouse Street. He did not remember whether he was aware that there was
a function in St Pats. The decision to park the landrover then LR1 was
made in order to provide a good vantage point. They had been sitting at
that location for 10 to 15 minutes when they observed a crowd éoming up
the street from Boss Hoggs, perhaps about 50 people or maybe more. He
thought he could see something else going on down the street so he went to
have a look down at Boss Hoggs to see what was happening.” He would
perform this sort of duty perhaps twice a month, having been stationed at

Portadown for 4 years. .

As they got to about LR2 a fellow walked across from Thomaé Street in-

front of them and he was mouthing something to them. Reserve Constable

" Cornett opened the door and asked him what he was saying.. He said

something like there is people coming down from St Pats or there’s friends
coming down from St Pats or something. Before they stopped with this man
he had locked up and there was nebody else in Thomas Street that he could_.
see. As this man spoke to.Reserve Constable Cornett he sort of locked ‘
back up the street. There was still nobody about. Just as he finished
speaking to them_ConétaEle Neill was going to go down the town and back up
again just to Thomas Sﬁreet and park on the other side of the road from

LR2. As he moved off he noticed the confrontation between this man and

(" romma)
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the 2 men who had come freom the direction of the Northern Bank'. Reserve _
Constable Cornett then shouted at them and the 2 men walked up towards the
Alliance & Leicester and the other man walked on downeWoodhouse'Streetz
The crowd at this time was walking up the footpath on the othetlside of
the road. Scme hadeactually passed Thomas 3treet. Théy were in-d§i55“§nd
drabs. There was no trouble or anything at that stage they were_jﬁét
singing and shouting. He did not anticipate any trouble at that poinﬁ{
The 2 men who had been involved in the confrontation came back towards’
them and had a brief conversation with Reserve Constable Cornett. He. and
P40 also spoke to these men. At this point the .

landrover was parked at position LR3. This position did not.afferd a good

view of anyone coming from Thomas Street.

The driver’s door of the landrovef and the back doors were ciosed.

At this point his door was opened and he was grabbed and_pulled.from.the
landrover by the arm. The man who had dohe this said “yoﬁ sat-theﬁe and
watched that happen.” Constable Neill didn’t know what the man was

télking about at the time it was only once they got out that:they realisede
what he was talking about. There was a woman with this manlwho he thinks
was standing shouting at them as well. The cccupants of the iandrover

were out in no time at all - a matter of seconds. Reserve Constable L
Atkinson and P40 were out at the back of the landrover .f-. E
Constable Neill saw a crowd of peocple staﬁding at the junction of Thomas _
Street. There was a bit of cat calling going on but there was ho actual -
fighting or anything else. ' .

He moved to the back of the landrover where Reserve Constable Atklnson and
P40 were and then suddenly it just erupted and~there'

were fights going on all over the street. Most of the people would have - .:

been around the end of Thomas Street - 40 to 50 people.

When he inmitially got out of the landrover he would say there were about 8.
to 10 people who had come down from Thomas Street and the rest had'beeﬁ._
the ones that were going up the Main Street coming back from the Ceaeh Inn
in Banbridge. He couldn’t say whether the man who had. pulled him out ef
the 1androver or anyone else had a conversation with'lp40
LEEE_ at the landrover. He saw a fight which appeared to be_g_g_an 1
situation ile 3 Protestants attacking 1 Catholic. ThlS was, one of a numbep
of fights which was going on at that stage, he went straight for Lpaapd
pulled the Catholic out of the way. He took him back down qudh?ﬁse
Street trying to get hiﬁ out of the road. In Woodﬁoﬁse.St;eet someone ,
PR 19285]
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came from behind Constable Neill and punched this person in thé;féceJ
Constable Neill grabbed him and took him back up the streétfto-the ' _
landrover. The person whom he had taken into Woodhouse Street éontinually
came back to where the fights were taking place. ' '
Reserve Constable Neill could not honestly say where each individuall
incident happened. He was aware however that this incident was right at
the start. He believes he looked down and saw Reserve anstable.Atkinson
and | P40 still involved in different fracas. Reserve Consfable Cornett
had been s;outing and screaming for assistance on the pocket phone. He
believes he heard bottles smashing. He was trying to look after his -3
celleagues. He separated another fight, he noticed that there was a
person running down Market Street towards the junctionIOf Thomas Street
and there was ancother fellow who he believes may hqve been Hamill,
although he can't honestly say that it was, who was:running up towards
this other boy, the other boy eiﬁher had a bottle in his hand or héd L
picked up a bit of glass or something. At this partichlar time'soﬁething
else happenad and his attgntion_ggg_taken away from it'again it was later
on whenever Mr Hamill and D were on the groﬁnd that he femembered

having seen the bottle being smashed and the boy running down the street

and the other boy runhing up it. -

At the time the 2 men were running towards each other the fight had spread
right across the street near enough. It was certainly on to thé Woodhouse
Street side of Market Street. Although he‘canndt remember the sequence of
any aof the events after running across the road to break'up the firsﬁ
fight with any c¢larity he believes that the next thihg he dia'having'seéﬁ
the 2 men was ﬁossible to go te help Reseryé Constable Atkinson who was in
the middle of a fight. He is not too Sure'where P40 _1
was at that point. At some stage he beCameiaware of Mr Hamill andlD

LE{___ ~lying on the road. He believes it was at some stage after the
events already described.. He is unable to say how léng this was after his
having being pulled ocut of the landrover. Tﬂroughout thé_interﬁening
period he was active'COnsténtlyland never stopped.. -He was runhing fromu.
one place to another.to stop the mén'who he had taken up Woodhouse Street
kept on ceming back and was.trying to picﬁlfights so he kept on having to
drag him out of the way. There were 2 women shouting their heads off in
the middle of the town and'that'was before even either oflthe peféons were

lying on the street. ' There were some people as far as he'kn0w5,stiLl

 coming up from the bottom of the town. By that stage there‘Weré-méybe.?O

or 80 people there rather that the 40 or 50 that might have been there at
the start. Whenever he became aware of the 2 people lying on the road he

went over and made sure they were still breathing to start with and
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checked their vital signs. At the same time there was still fighting

going on right round them.

As far as he can remember there were 2 women running around shouting, just
shouting and screamsng, mainly at the police that they weren’t doing

anything. At that time, however, there was nothing they could do.

He believes that because the cat-calling had started there had been some
fight prier to his being pulled out of the landrover which had stopped.
The cat calling then started and then the fight started again. He
believes that the 2 persons were not lying in the roadway when police got
out of the landrover the first time. He believes that Mr Hamill may héve
been on the ground'as a result of his possible charging up towards the
other boy that was coming down with the bottle. He has no specific '
grounds however for saying that this was in fact Mr Hamill other than the
presence of pieces of broken bottle near his body on the ground. Two
ladies were assisting the men on the ground and shouting for ambulances.
As far as he is aware Reserve Constable Cornett was trying to get
ambulances. He believes that Reserve Constable Cornett was still in the
vicinity of the landrover. While the women were shouting for ambulances
the fighting was still taking plaée, he was still trying to stop fights
and at the same time the Protestants were coming down to the 2, people that
were lying in the street. The 2 ladies and the 2 fellows on the ground
were getting verbal abuse. He was trying to keep the crowd back. Bbout
that stage he saw the person he believes to have been Hobson kicking Mr
Hamill in the head. There was no way he could have stopped him or

apprehended him with the number of people who were there.

Constable Neill was asked if there was anything he wanted to say in
relaticn to the allegation that he and his colleagues did not do all in

their power to prevent these assaults.

He said that there were only 4 of them and they did everything they
possibly could. There was nothing more than they did that they could have

" done. 1In this context he referred to the sheer numbers of pecple and the

fact he was worrying about himself, his colleagues and the fact that he
had a gun in the middle of such a situation.

He was at one stage at the landrover with A ___ﬁwho had
somebody with a Rangers scarf. He did not grab hold of this person while
he was kicking Robert Hamill. He didn't see him near Robert Hamill. He
does not believe that the female who was with the man who pulled him out

of the landrover said anything about getting help at that stage. The

i
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tenor of the conversation was that police had been sitting_there fatohiog
this happening and doing nrothing. ' o

134. During the conversation at the passenger’s door with the -2 men it was.
possible to hear peeple shouting and velling going up the street —.as it
was a Saturday night they were coming_back from the Coach Inn, most of
them drunk and there was shouting and “yo hoing” from them .on. He wa's
asked would it have been wise to get out and try to qu1eten these people
down or was it better to let them go home. Constable Neill sald toat most
of the time they just go home, you just let some of them come and speak to
you but mest of them go on up the road. It is not if they are screéming
their heads off. He said that they have experience of getting out and-
stopping people and trying te reason with them abeout their shouting.but'
his view was that police wouldn't get any respect from'them'anyway and_;

that a fight might result.

135. He said that he did not see any hesitation or dereliction of duty on the
part of the Reserve Constables. He was satisfied_wirh the performances of
all of his crew and couldn’t have asked more of any of themr_JConetablef
Cornett was on the radio trying to get assistance. ' He Wae_happy with her

actions.

136, P40 was interviewed on the 8 September 1997 betweeén.
9.24 pm and 10.23 pm by Detective Chief Superinteﬁdent'McBurney.and '
Detective Inspector Irwin. Reserve Constable. Sharpe was -in possession of

a copy of his original witness statement and notebook entry.

I13?.I He agreed that the police landrover at been parked at positiohs LR1, 'LR2
and LRBIand indicated his position within the landrover. He said that his
brief on the evening in question was to perform puolic order duties in the
town centre. He understcod his brief to include dealing with any flghtlng
or competition between 2 sides, he said that he has been statloned in’
Pertadown twice, firstly from June 1986 for a perlodfof approxrmately a
year and a half and secondly on his present posting which he belleves to.
have lasted for 4 or 5 years. He would: perform public order duty )
approximately once a month. Once on duty he would go round the town
centre keeping an eye on the chlp shops and would go along Thomas Street ' “““f.
if St Patrick’s Hall is open, he would also check the Queen s publlc house
at the bottom of Thomas Street and also pubs in Mandev1lle Street '

Sometimes there would be confrontations at Dunne’s car park. '

.138. The senior man on the night of 26 and 27 April 1997 was Conetéble Alen_
Neill. If police thought that conflict was going to take place they would
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call for backup. Because there would be only 4 or 5 people in a
landrover. There would usually ke a build up to sectarian conflict and
the time would be available to call for help there would very seldom
conflict involving people coming down Thomas Street because the majority
of people coming frem St Patrick’s Hall would get taxis. One wouldn’t
necessarily be expecting trouble at that location. In his judgement
trouble was more likely from people coming up from the Woodhouse Street
side out of the pubs and congregating and loocking for trouble. Police
would not get out of the vehicle and walk about very often because they
are hated by both sides of the community in Portadown and if'your are out
there stranded a fight can break out very quickly and you can get a dig in

the head.

When the landrover was parked at LRl they were stopped to have a chat and
a smoke when they finished they moved on towards position LRZ at LR2 they
saw a couple of fellows walking up.past the Northern Bank one of whom he
knew as Stacey. He doesn’t recall seeing anybody in Thomas Street at this
time although there might have beeh someone there. They pulled in to see
what the crack was with these 2 people because Stacey is a bit of a
troublemaker. They started chatting away and at this point a male person
opened Alanfs door and started pulling at Alan and shouting. He couldn’t
make out what the man was shouting. Prior to this incident a fellow had
come round the front of the landrover to the side that Stacey was at and
he said that his friends were coming down from St Pats. étacey was there

at that stage.

When it was suggested to him that this person had walked in front of_the
landrover before Stacey and his friend arrived he.said that he could only
give his point of view at this point the landrover was parked at position
LR3 he lodked.and saw people walking up on the footpath on the other side
of High Street. He was looking out through the side hatch of the
landrover people were walking towards St Mark's Church at the top of the
town. There might have been a few people around Evelyn’s which is next
door to Eastwood’s clothing but he can’t be sure. When asked if he had
said anything to Constable Neill prior to Constable Neill being pulled out
of the landraver he said that he had heard shouting in Thomas Street but
it was drunk men shouting and it wasn’t hatred he wouldn't refer to it as
sectarian or attacking or abusive. it was friendly banter. He told
Constable Neill about this. The man then came over and pulled Alan ocut of
the landrover shouting at him. ReserveIConstableFaO couldn't ﬁake out

what the man was shouting.
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When they got out of the landrover he locked over and saw a c;owd"; a lot

‘He just saw one person lying on the reoadway he then explained.that he was
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of tugging going on - it was like the start of a fight. This was between
Eastwood’s clothing and Evelyn’s and between the centre'reservation and ﬂﬂ"
that side of the street. There was pulling back and forward and then |

there was women stasted screaming there were 4 or 5 fights with tugging T

and pulling. He didn’'t see any laying on of fists.

At this point a male wearing a navy shirt and dark cocloured trousers came
over to him and asked him what the fuck he was going to do. He polltely I
advised him to stay over out of the way and he kept persisting. He thlmksl
at this point Constable Neill was at the side of the landrover. He may
have been talking to a young fellow. This fellow kept wanting to go over o
across the road and| P40 | physically restrained him. ‘
Then a fellow with a gray sweatshirt came running down Woodhouse Street

and P40 ‘phy31cally stopped him and brought hlm back

There was nobody being struck at that stage that he could see. - [:' S '

As he was holding these twd pecple the fellow in the grey madé_to gét'paét S
him and when he grabbed him he turned round and saw somebody lying'on'the_hn
other side of the road. At that stage he went over. Whgn the malé-pé;;qn .
had asked what the fuck he was going to do| P40 thdpght.“

that he actually wanted him to weigh in and pull his friends out of

danger. When he had spoke of fighting in his orlglnal witness statement

he meant struggling as opposed to punches being thrown he was unwllllng to'-ﬁ-
release the 2 people who was holding back because they could have started-

a fight. If he had have let them go and stood with his handg'in:his_f ;-:“t;
pockets fhey would have had a confrontation with the Protestants. Hel_ . 'm
a;cephed that there had to have been fighting for the 2 men to have been

seriously injured but said that he was facing the men who he was'holding'

- back all the time and that is to say he was facing the direction of

Woodhouse Street and that there could have been fighting behind him but he

didn’t see it. He was aware of bottles smashing behind him on the road. -

standing with his 2 hands out talking to the men trying to keep them
pacified, rather than physically restraining them. One of them tried to
run past him and he tripped and the Reserve Constable grabbed hold of Him I
and dragged him back. It was at that point that he looked écross the road
and -saw somebody lyihg on the road. Whenever he brought the person back '
he ran across to see what he could do to help the man at that point he
could see another body lying in the roadway. The crowd was shouting

When he came across other pelice had arrived and they pushed the crowd -

back a bit. There was a lot of hostile shouting there were ladies 1n the

,vicinity crying and distressed. They were helping the 2 people on the j{
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ground. He didn‘t have a conversation with them and they did not.spggk to .

him. : e

The allegation of the deceased’s sister that police stood by and did
nothing when her brether was kicked to death was put to the Reserve
Constable. His reply was that the allegatlon is unfounded he stated that
he did the best he could that night, that hindsight was a great th;ng.and
that there might have been a different course of action open to him such
as pulling his pistol out, firing a shot in the air or using the landrover
to break the crowd up it would have been impossible for 4_police officers
to stop the crowd. At the end of the day if he had been.in the_m;ddle of -

that his wife could have been walking behind a coffin as well.

In this context he was reminded that he hadn’t seen any blows being.
struck. It was suggested that a female had run to the land;over after one
of the persons was injured and asked police to get help. He was askéd if
this person had spoken to him. He said that she had not. He does not

recall breaking up any fight inveolving Reserve Constable Atkinson.

Reserve Constable DeniseijRNETﬁ1formally Reserve Constable Cornett was
interviewed after caution on 2 October 1997 at 7.24 pm by Detective Chief
Superintendent McBurney and Detective Inspector Irwin. She was in

possession of a copy of her original statements and notebook entry.

In the course of the interview Reserve Constable |l confirmed the
positions of the landrover at LR1, LRZ and LR3 and the positions of the

occupants of the landrover.

She said that she started public order duty at midnight and was due to.
continue performing that duoty untii three o’clock in the ﬁérning. " She
understoed this duty te meaﬁ that if police saw any copfrontation.iﬁ the
town centre they should deal with it she said that shé had done pﬁb;ic
order duty in the town centre before. She héd been stationed in Porpagown

for approximately a year and 2 months.

In the course of public order duty police would usually go round the town
centre and make sure that there was no fighting going on or nobody doing
anything in the town centre. The purpose was to keep the tdwh-quiet. She

would not have seen any confrontations taking place in Portadown before.

Cn this evening she was not aware of persons coming back from the Coach

Tnn in Banbridge who would have debussed at the bottom of the street

i | 19291]
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151. They parked at LRl because they had been driving around the town and the
town was quiet. There was noboedy about af that stage so they pulled in.
They were just sittiﬁg looking about at that point she was observer and it
was her duty to deal with all RT transmissions. The call sign for her
vehicle was Juliet-Belta 81. Delta was their control at Portadown RUC

Station.

152. They moved off from point LR1 and when they got to point LR2 she saw a man
walking across from the landrover and she could see his lips moving. She
told Constable Meill to stop tc see what was wrong. She opened the door
and the man shouted that his friends were coming down Thomas Street and
she said okay. She assumed that the man had told her this in case
something might happen. The Reserve Constable was unaware of their being
a function in St Patrick’'s Hall ‘that night. The man was walking toward
Woodhouse Street and when he mentioned Thomas Street she took it that the
people would be coming from St Patrick’s Hall. She locked cut into Thomas
Street but didn't see anyone coming at that stage. She then referred to
the confrontaticn between this man and the 2 young fellows who were
walking towards the landrover. She can’t remember whether this was before
or after her conversation with him. The man walked on and then the
landrover moved into position LR3. When she heard the youths shouting at
this man she opened the door and told them to leave the man alone because
he was doing no harm. The man thén proceeded down Woodhousé Street and
the 2 men came over to the landrover. This happened when the landrover
was at position LR2 and the landrover moved then into position LR3. Cne
of the youths was carrying a green cider bottle she. took it that the
youths must have been Protestants because they had shﬁuted bad language at

the man whom she assumed was a Catholic.

153. MWhen these 2 youths came over to the landrover they were standing talking
to her, more or less chatting her up and then a guy came over and opened
the landrover door and tried to pull Censtable Neill out of the landrover.
She would have been talking to the 2 boys for a few minutes before this
took place. It didn’'t seem that long. It ﬁight have been about 3 minutes
she remained sitting iﬁ the landrover and spoke to tﬁe youths through the
open door. She was aware of people walking up the other side of Main
Street but Thomas Street was still clear. There was no rowdyism. from

these people. They were talking among themselves'~ there was no shouting

or anything bad going on. Constable Neill and P40
; . |

joined in the conversation with these men.

154. The guy who opened the driver's:door.of'the landrover started to pull

Constable Neill and started to shout something like “you, what are you
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doing ;itting there letting this all happen?” Police then all got out of
the landrover and saw a clutter of people just sort of fighting and
shouting. They ran over and left the landrover. The fighting was at the
meouth of Thomas Street. She ran acfoss there and Alan and the cthers
tried to break everybody up at this point she realised thét she had no
radio with her and ran back to the landrover and radioed for assistance
because a fight was taking place. A short haired girl ran over to her and
started really shouting abuse at her and she was shouting'fd get
assistance she then ran back round the landrover and at that point 2 _
people were down on the roadway. These people had not been on the roadway
when poclice ran across to the crowd at the outset. When she got to thelF
back of the landrover and saw the 2 persons on the ground she again used
her radio to call for an ambulance and also used the main. pocket phoﬁe and

e it was at this point that the girl came and shouted abuse at her.

155. Detective Chief Superintendent McBurney referred thHe Reserve Cbnstablg to
the transcript of the pocket phone conversations on that evening. - She '
acknowledged that the initial transmission was at 1.45 am and 51 seconds.:
It appeared to have béen inaudible and was confirmed by a seéond
transmission at 1.46 am and .15 seconds requesting urgent backuﬁ. Thg
initiaL request for an ambulance was made at 1.48 again her colleagues at
this time were trying to fight the people off. She couldn’t say
specifically where they were but she could see them in the disfance't;ying.

V.i.f_' ' toc stop the fighting, There were so many people there and only Q_of them.

Her knees were shaking and she was really scared because she didn’t khow
what was going to happen_nekt. The boys mostly tried their best to get
people pushed away she was tr&ing to méké radio transmigsions and this

girl was éhouting abuse at her as if she wasn’t doing anything. She

pefsonalLy did not see'either of the 2 persons sustaining their inju;ieé;
Sﬁe.went over and gave first aid to both men:. There was.no one round them
jtheh as mofe police had come and got the crowd mostly away. .There was a
~lot of abuse comiﬁg toﬁards police because félloﬁs.were_doing their béét
to hold the crowd back this abuse was coming from both sigeé.soﬁebody I |
woﬁld shout scomething and then somebody would.answer back. Police also
‘received verbal abuse. When she went back to make a second transmission
for the ambulance she noticed that Coﬁstablé Neill was trying té pull one
*f' T : ~out of the crowd. Another guy was standing roughly round Woodhéuse Street
. jumped on Constable Neill. Police were in the middle, between the
Protestant crowd and the Catholic crowd. Protestants were 6nlthe top side
of the town towardé the church and thé Cétholics_on the_lower.side; There
were bottles being thrown when they first got out of the landrover. She

saw police.using the batons during the course of this incident but could
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not say who the officers were. It seemed like hours before the other

police arrived. When they came they were helping to push the crowd back.

Detective Chief Superintendent McBurney put to her the allegation that
police were negligest in that they failed to intervene as promptly as

possible in this assault on Mr Hamill. She replied that they had done

everything as best as they could. It was difficult to push so many people

up the street with only 4 police perscnnel in addition sheé gave first aid

to the 2 blokes on the road. She added that they got cut of the landrover

as soon as the man came over she did not hear any shouting or any noise
before they debussed from the landrover This was probably because she

might have been engrossed in her conversation. There was no discussion

about the role individual police officers would take they just all got out

and got involved. She believed that Constable Neill was the man who led:

from the front and the other 2 went before she did. She felt that they

were trying to protect her because she had nothing to protect herself

with. She considered that the men were trying to separate the Protestants

and the Catholics.

Reserve Constable Atkinson was interviewed after caution by Detective

Chief Superintendent McBurney and Detective Inspector Trwin on 9 September

1997. He was in possession of a copy of his original statement, notebook

entry and bafon report.

He confirmed where each peclice officer was sitting within the landrover

and that the vehicle had been stationary at peints LR1, LR2 and LR3.

He was on public order duty on 27.4.9%7, which he understood to involve
trying to keep rival factions apart and sorting out the drunks -
essentially to keep the peace in the town centre. He confirmed that he

was referring to Protestant and Catholic factions.

He indicated that such factions would come into contact with each other
Woodhouse Street, maybe hot so much at the tbp of Woodhouse Street more

down Woocdhouse Street towards the Royal Qak.

at

Prior to 27 April 1997 he had been on ordinary uniformed duty in Portadown

for about 18 months. He would have performed public order duty in the

town centre about but once a month.

On 27 RApril 1997 he was a member of the vehicle crew. They would patrol

everything inside the security barriers in the town centre.

19204
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Although he considered it preferable to put men out on foot”it_wasrinxhis

opinion necessary tc have a vehicle for protection,

He said that on average there would be cne or two mieor skirmishes a mdnthl ‘
when he was on publéc order duty. These would perhaps entail a cdupleeof'
boys heving a quick thump at each other and a stone or a'bottle thrown. .

The most normal thing would really be a bottle or 2 thrown and some - -

shouting.

He said that they were positioned in LRl because they wished. to keep an
eye generally on things. It had a view of the chip shop below Wellworths
where people congregated. It had a view of Wellworths ltself as well: of
Thomas Street, Woodhouse Street and Edward Street. . There would be an .I
interest in Thomas Street because Catholics who are g01ng to Oblns Street
or Ballyoran or the Nationalist end of town emerge from Thomas Street, St
Patrick’s Hall. They make their way across, so police are there normally
to give them a bit of proteqtlon as well, Occasronally you get 2 or 37
crossing - not in great numbers because most of thém seem to trevel by

taxi. 1It's safer as there has been trouble in the past.

There would be a function in St Patrick’s Hall every Saturday might. He,
wouldn’t have been expecting ény big volume of people eomingrfrom.there.'

You might get one straggler or 2 and that is about the height of it.

He was asked if before the landrover moved from that locatron he saw
anyone in -Thomas Street or in the vicinity. ‘He sald that there were just

a few people knocking about - nothing reaily untoward or anybody

boisterous.

He is not sure why Constable Neill moved from position, LRllto LR2 Ke-
thinks they had seen groups of 4 and 5 and 6 comrng up the town and they
moved to there so ‘they could keep an eye down Woodhouse Street 1n case
there was anybody coming up. - It would be normal for peoplento be comlng
up the town from the Rughy Club end from fﬁe.Coachlinn, Banbrldge and they
would be fairly boisterous coming-up'the street. Normally the large
majority of them wou;d come up the.opposite side of the street from that
at which the landrover.ﬁaslsitting because Boss Hoggs_is onlthat side'of f
the street, | . ' .

He believes possible that Constable Nelll moved to LR2 So-as he: could have
a better view of these people coming up from the bottom of the town and
also to- keep an eye down Woodhouse Street. He doesn’t recall seerng

"

anyone coming up Woodhouse  Street. _ .
[ 19295 | -
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When asked why Constable Neill then decided to move to position LR3 he
said that at position LR2 they saw 2 boys coming along Main Street on
their side of the road past the Northern Bank they were known to police so
as a pre-emptive mewe they pulled in so that they could speak to them and

say “carry on your way boys.”

When the landrover had pulled into position LR3 the 2 men spoke in gquite a

friendly fashion to police. Denise Cornett opened the door and talked to

them.'fp40 also talked to one of them from the back of the

landrover. He didn't speak to either of the boys.

At this point he was not aware of anything else happening in this .

vicinity.

He thinks these boys had just moved off and as far as he is aware the next
thing that happened was that Constable Neill's door was pulled_open. .
Priocr to this a stoutish sort of a boy whose identity-he doesn’t kﬁbwrwent
across to the front of the landrover dand said something to Denise,
something like “there’s people coming down there”. This would have been
when the 2 men were at the side of the landrover having just moved from

the door.
Almost instantly the door was pulled open and Alan was pulled out.

From what had been said to Reserve Constable Cornett, Reserve Constable

' Atkinson assumed that the man who had spoken to her was indicating that

there were people coming down Thomas Street from St Pat’s.

When Constable Neill was pulled out of the landrover Reserve Constable
Atkinson jumped cut and ran round to see what was going on and saw a boy
hav1ng a bit of altercation with Constable Neill. They seemed to be
wrestling a bit with each other. At this point he could there were
various groups on the street there would have been maybe 2 opposing
groups. There would have been, he supposes, 35 of the Protestant
persuasion and about 10 of the Wationalist persuasion. There was a bit of

cat calling and the next thing just like that, bang, they all got stuck

' into each other. When he had got out of the landrover there were girls

there saying “you sat there and watched that happen” this was after the

whole row had started. It was a few minutes- after they were out of the

landrover.

I.!
h
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It was obvious that there was 2 or 3 had got out of their depth among the
Protestant crowd and police ran as best as they could and got them

gathered up.

He was asked to deseribe the groups which he saw and he said you might
have had 4 or 5 and then the next group could have bkeen 10 and then it
could have been 3. They were spread right across the street. They were
facing up to each other, just like that, out of the blue. He said it was
hard to put into time and words but the incident just érubted. He just
got ocut, all of a sudden there was a few catcalls and the nekt thing these

boys just got stuck in to each other.'

He thinks P40 got out aleong with him but doesn’'t know where he

went. The woman Constable stayed on the radio in the landrover.

He could see that there were 2 or 3 boys getting into difficulties so they
ran up and Constable Neill grabbed one of the boys who was obviously a ‘
Nationalist who had been grabbed by Prods and fhey got him out of it and
ran him into Woodhouse Street to get him cut of the road. As scon as they
let go ¢f him he just ran straight back aﬁd got tore into these bOys
again. Reserve Constable Atkinson still assumed he was a Nationalist
because he was kickiqg at these boys who were on the Protestant side. At
this stage he thinks P40 .ng Neill and himself were together he thinks
he said to his colleégagg_ﬁords te the effect that they ought to stay
together because they would be as risk if the crowd got one of them on

their own. He believes that at that stage there were steones and bottles

-coming. The Prods held their ground there would have been about 10

Catholics ameong whom there could have been 2 or 3 girls and the rest were

males,

They ran in again to try and separate the crowds and Reserve Constable
Cornett was on the radic looking for help as far as he is aware. The
second time they ran back into the crowd there were 2 males lying on the
ground. They definitely hadn’t been there at the timé of their first

sortie intoe the crowd.

He explained at this time there would have been about 35 Prods and 10
Catholics with a couple of girls that 15 say 40 odd pecple fighting in wee
groups among themselves. Police got to the upper side of the men lying on
the ground and tried to keep the other people off but there were only 3

police officers.
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He explained that the incident had spread from one side of the_stréeﬁjtg
the other and that what happened was that one faction was running at tHe*
other faction, sticking the boot in and running away again. There was not
2 solid line of people, people would have broken through past them and
kicked at someone behind them. Police would have tried to push them back
- at that stage they had their batons out. There were a couple of women
in the vicinity he thinks there was one with each person on the ground.
He remembers a woman saying to him “would you get an ambulance” he shouted
to Denise “have you called an ambulance” she said she had. BAs the fraéés.
went on the lines became more permanent and police were stuck in the
middle. The Prods were in front of them and the Nationalists behind them,
But every now and then they sort of intermingled through each other and
there weren’t enough'police officers to keep them apart. . There were gnly

3 police officers and the crowds were spread over the street.

One of the ladies to whom he referred was kneeling at one of the boys on
the ground. She had his hand on her lap and she said to him “have you '
called an ambulance”. He asked Reserve Constable Cornett if she had
called an ambulance and she confirmed that she had. As the fracas ..
continued she kept asking whether the ambulance was coming and he tried to
reassure her as best as he could. He believes the ambulance tock about 10
or 12 minutes to arrive. He believes that during the course of the fracas

Constable Neill put this man inte the recovery position.

A livery car arrived. 1In the car was Constable Silceck whe had some first
ald experience and Reserve_COhstéble Atkinson asked if he-couid see to the:
man already referred to this man,'he.thinks; Was wéaring a leather jécket
and.-was lying in front of Eastwoods. . ' I
Another police car arrived. A _Jwas in this car. A 'boy with
a baseball hat and red, whité and blue scarf round his face.got.stuék_into
her on the other side of the street. She got a group of them aﬁd he ran
across to try and get a hold of him as weéll. She ran him back to the
landrover. At the landrover this guy atpacked him. He friéd to get a
Reserve Constable’s baton and he hit him 2 or.3 times and_broke the Strap

of his baton. . : o

He was asked whether he had héard anyone say “what the_fﬁck are you going .
to do about this?” He said that' he remenbered hearing those words but .
that he couldn’t put them qunlto an individual. The guy he was hé%ing a
bit of a confrdntatioﬂ'with:waslvery agitated and roaring and shoutihg but
he couldn’t exactly say that he said that. There were wo:dsriike that

coming from him and a couple of other guys standing about. Wheh_askedf;
u” 19298]
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what he thought they meant by what they were saying he said that the man -
was cbviously agitated because these 2 guys were down on the road and had

been injured.

While he was having-the confrontation with the guy who broke the strap of
his baton he managed to push the man away. He was looking round for
assistance for himself because he thought he was going to be ovérwhelmed
and he could see across the street that there was 2 or 3 guys at the
person who was on the road. He just got a quick glance, he was able to
break away from the man and run across and take up a position in front of
the person on the road again. He was unable to identify the people he saw
with the man on the ground. He thinks cother police intervened prior to
his running back over to the ﬁan. These were police who had.arrived
during the course of the incident. Just as he got back to the man the
ambulance arrived and he made the crew aware of the 2 men lying on the
ground. After the ambulance had left there was still several of the
Nationalists about and the Protestant crowd he believed had got 5igger.,
There was still a kit of taunting geing on so he thinks at that stage the
Inspector énd Sergeant had arrived and instructed police to push the crowd
up the street with they weren’t to happy about. Police then pushed the
crowd up the street. He estimates that there were about 17 police at that
stage. They took the crowd up past the Church to the Bodega barrier where

they dispersed.

He was informed that an allegation of inactivity had been made against
pélice and was asked for his view. He said that he got out and he did his
best in the situation. He certainly didn’t sit as has been alleged in the
media. He said that it had been alleged that the.police never got cut of
the landrover. He said that he would say that that was absolute nonsense.
The 2 persons were definitely not lying in the street when police first
got out of the landrover., Police actually had to run past the position
where the bodies would have been on their way to the confrontation and

that is why he is sure that they were not there at the beginning.

He mentioned the opinion that the bodies appeared so guickly that he
assumed that they had been struck on the head with a bottle or something.

One minute it wasn’t as if there was a fistfight going on and the next

. minute you turned round and the body was lying there,

It was put to him that a policeman answering his description was alleged
by Hanvey to have asked him to help move the crowd back up towards Church
Street. The Reserve Constable said that he did not recall saying anything

to him. He sald that there was such a malee going on he may have said to

[ | 19299 |
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him something like move along or move back but_he.doesq’t recali_sayiﬁg\ .
anything such as was alleged. . ; o '
132. He was asked if he knew Rllister Hanvey and he said he_knew him to see.
He said that he would have no direct dealings with him. He was asked if
he had eny direct dealings with Hanvey’s relations. He was aekéd if he
was involved in any club and said that he knew what the Ihvestigating
Officer was getting at and said that he was involved in a_Tae_Kwen Do
Club. He sald that Hanvey is not a member of the club, haviho-been put
out of it a long time before this incident because he was. dabbling in
drugs and the guy who runs the club didn’t want him about_the placeﬂ' The
Reserve Constable said that he himself was not a member of . the' club, but
his little girl is in the junior section. He would go. te their
competitions and things like that and look after the money for travelllng
expenses. He just goes as a parent. He would say that Hanvey had not
been a member of the club for perhaps a year and a half to 2 years. He
never really had many dealings with him because he was w;th the seniors
and -with the juniors and they train at ‘different times. He said
that he knows Hanvey's father to see because he played football agalmst'
him years ago. He thinks his name is Kenny. They live in _
He would have no reason to contact them although -mi.c.;ht havelll'reason

toe do so in relation to the Tae Kwan Do.

193. It was put to him that an allegation had been made that he had had contact

~with Allister Hanvey since these incidents.

 194. He said that he had certainly not done so and had no reason to-do so. on
the next day Hanvey was named along with all the rest and he was_there

when this was done.

195. He was asked if he would have any bontact betWeen the day of the_inoideht
and the time of his interview with ALlister Hanveyﬁor Kenneth Hahvef. He
said that he had contact with Kenneth Hanvey who works for the Eieotrioity'
Service when he came out to inspeot his mother-in—lawfs house in feietioh
to renovations which are being done. He wouldn’t have been talklng te him o
for 2 or 3 minutes. He had come to say that there would be somebody there
the morning to connect the electrlolty._ This would have_teken p}eoe.;n _
late July. I o ' .

‘196. Tt was put to him that there is an allegation that'he made cohtaot with
Hanvey. He denied this. He pOLnted out that his house has been’ attaoked
on. numerous occasions by these so called loyallsts.' He Sald that he’ has'

armoured glass fitted. He said that also that he had 2 lncendlary bombs : S
- T e300 )
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at the house and had his life threatened and his wife and Ehildrenfs_liveé
threatened, he said that he had certainly no leanings towardé these boys
in any way and described the people who had assaulted these men as the
scrum of the earth. . '
I 187. It was put to him that he may_also'have-told Hanvey to dispose of his
l: I | - clothing. He replied that he had definitely not done this, he said that
he had not called with the Hanveys nor'had Hanvey called with him. He
said that he definitely did not contact him by telephone, the only contact
being with Hanvey Senior in July. ' .
198. He was asked to produce his telephone account for the relevant periéd and

- . agfeed to do so.

199, Reservé Constable Atkinson produced'his telephone bill for the relevant

- period on 9 October 1997 and was again interviewed under caution.

200. It was put to him that his itemised billing indicated that 2 calls had
been made from . his telephone, the first on 27 April 19987 at 8.37 am and
the second on the 2 May 1997 at 4.24 pm to Bllister Hanvey's home.

201. He was invited to comment in relatioﬁ to why that number wés telephoned
from hig home. He replied that scomeone in his house had'obqioﬁsly rung
that number but it wasn’t he. He had_discussed'the-matter with his wife

_;;j who had given him an eiplanatioa. He had said Ehat he wasn’t there when_i

| the phone call was made. He was in bed. ' '

202, It was poiﬁted out to him that'this was tﬁe mo;ning aftér-thé incident in

Portadown. . ' v

gf , 203. He saild that when he would havetapr;ved heme following the incidentlin
. Portadown centre it would have been 3 or 4 in the morning and his wife was
asleep. He just got into bed_and:ﬁent to sleep and then the phone rang.
:ﬂ:' - ' about ten to six. He answered it and it was the station and he got up and
fl.. ” .: went to work. On his return from work his wife asked what had ‘been
| happening and he thinks he said something to hér'like there was a row down

in the towﬁ, the_oﬁés coming from thé Coach,{énd we had to go back in and

make statements. He then went back to bed again. On the_night of the.

1 26/27 April 1997 Michael McKee and his wife Andrea had stayed in his _
e housé. Michael McKee is the man who runs the Ta¢ Kwan Do Club. Sometimes
.they would come; étaying maYbe.once'or'twice a month. They live in;g-
-_ and the.y don’t drive home 'if they have had a few drinks. They

just stay over. Appa:ently:theyiwefeAétéYing that night. He wasn’t aware

v
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when he came from work that they were staying, he just got into bed. They
would usually sleep in the back bedroom. His wife said something like
Michael and Andrea is here before he went to bed. It was put to him that
pelice has spoken to Mr McKee who said that he hadn't seen Allister Hanvey

at the club since Christmas 1996 but that he hadn’t excluded him from the
club.

Reserve Constable Atkinscon was then asked about the call whichlhad been

made from his telephone on the 2 May 1997.

He said that he had spoken to his wife about this and that she had told
him that she had made that call. He understood that it was something to
do with Tae Kwan Do. He said that his wife would keep an eye on the

youngsters at Tae Kwan Do because she is up there all the time with her

daughter.

He confirmed that he was not saying that his wife had made the first
telepheone call to Hanvey’s house. From what he had been told it was Mr

McKee who made the call.

He was asked whether his wife would not have mentioned the telephone call
to him and whether he didn’t take any interest at all in the daughter. He
said that he did indeed take an interest but that his daughter could be
out 4 or 5 days a week to Tae Kwan Do. He was asked to consider the
allegation that he had rung Hanvey and told him that police.were carryimg'
out an investigation into the assault in the centre of Portadown on the
night of the 26/27 and that if he had any sense he would get rid of his
clothing. He was invited to comment on such a suggestion. He saidlthat

he did not make any phone call to Hanvey’s house.

He said that he was unaware of who had made the allegation or where it had
come from. He said that he had no reason to ring Hanvey because at the
end of the day those guys who were involved in that incident had no love

for him.

He said again that he had his home wrecked and that he had incendiary
bombs outside his home. His wife had been in the living room and had been

shot at.

He was asked why somebody would say that he had rung a man and told him to

get rid of his clothing.

{ _1'9565]



211. He said that he didn’t know. He, and police, generally get all'SOEteﬂof_ﬁ

5 h. allegations made against themn, he said that he wouldn’t be the most '
pepular person ever up there now because he is in the pollce and because
he has stuck his heels in and stayed thereIr he said that' he had had .
numerous stone attasks, 2 incendiary bombo, a qun attack and a petpolo;
bomb. He had had his windows replaced front and back twice, _Tbese'ﬁ
attacks had been carried out by Loyalists. I

212. Reserve Constable Atkinson repeated that he had not rung Hanvey and;didn’t

i ' tell anybody else to ring him.

213. He pointed out that he had named Hanvey during debriefing after'the.;.f_'
incident and that he had been involved in talklng about: him openly :He_
K o did not however see him deing anything other than being with the rowdy
. . people on the street like everybody else. '

e
-

214. As a result of this interview Mrs Atkinson, Michael McKee aod-Andxea McKee .

were spoken to by police and made witness statements.

215. Mzrs Atkinson in her witness statement dated 9 October 1997 states. that the
_ phone call on the 27 April 1997 was made by Michael McKee. - Mlohael and '
LE, S " his wife Andrea had called'atlher house on the 26 April with the-lntentlon”'ff
o of going out with her husband and herself. Unfortunateiy ber;hosbano was a
working that night so the 3 of them sat in her house. This hadn}t-been
;311 L ' arrénged - Michael and Andrea wouid call unannounced. She heot Eo'beoﬁ'j~
{I sometime after midnight and Michael and Andrea also stayed tha? pightf
| She_heard the phone ringing soMetiﬁe during the night and her'huebend
answered it. He made a brief comment about having to go back fo.workf_ At f; "
‘around 8 am on the 27 Bpril Robert returned to the house She'asked him |
what was wrong and he told her that there had been a row in town 1nvolv1ng
the_Coach'bus‘ That was all that was mentioned. She ‘got up and wakenedl
Michael and Andrea a short time later as she knew that Michael-hed ﬁojbe
at his gym' on the Brownstown Road at around 9 am. At the breakfast -table
she passed a comment of a4 row being in the town centre. Michaelrwas

concerned about his niece Tracey Clark as she went to the Coach-poeeible'

R with an Allister Hanvey. He asked if he could make a phone.call in order

to find out where Tracey was. He made a call and a ehort time'later‘he )
WO returned and mentioned something about Tracey. Mrs Atkinson thinks he’
mentiofied Hanveys but she is not sure. A short time later -Michael ‘and

Andrea -left the house. S ' S

P Lo . o . -

" 216. In relation to the phone call on 2 May, Mrs Atkinson states tﬁet.ehé'made
the call with the .intention of $peaking to Elizabeth Hanvey.  She in fact

[ 19303 W’
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spoke to Kenneth Hanvey and asked him if he would have Tae Kwan Do boots,
gloves and a pattern book which she could have. She states that her
daughter is a member of the club and she, Mrs Atkinson, was aware that a
number of the Hanvey children were members of the club. She knew they
hadn’t used them recently and that they would have had the equipment,

especially the books which she. could have put to good use. _

_daughter, had lost her books and her eguipment was worn. The
equipment and the books were later left at the club. "It was through her

involvement with the Tae Kwan Do Club that she got to know the Hanveys.

She states that in relation to the phone call on the 27 April, Robert had
gone straight to bed since he doesn’t take breakfast and he wouldn’t have
been aware of Michael’s call. In fact he didn't even see Michael and

Andrea and she doesn’t believe that at that early stage that he knew that

they had stayed that night.

Mr James Michael McKee in a witness statement dated 29 September 1897
states that he has run a Tae Kwan Do Club in Portadown area for the last 8
years. Allister Hanvey has been a student of his for the last 7 years or
so. He hadn’t seen Allister at the club Sihce Christmas 1996 but he had

not been expelled from the club.

In a second witness statement on the same date he confirms that

Atkinson is a member of his Tae Kwan Do Club and that her %ather Robert is
not a member of the club and has no role in the day to day running'of the
club but has however on occasions assisted iﬁ the organisation of travel

arrangements to competitions both in Northern Jreland and on the mainland.

In a third witness statement dated 9 October 1997 he states that it was
through his association with the Tae Kwan Do-Club that he got to Know
Robert and Eleanor Atkinson whose daughter.régularly attends the club. As
a result of their friendship his wife Andrea and he call regularly at the
Atkinson’s home. On a number of occasions they would just call in
unexpectedly. He ¢an recall his wife Andrea and himself calling with the
Atkinsons on what would have been a Saturday night. They had the
"intention of having a social drink, however, on arrival they became aware
that Robert was working in Portadewn RUC Station. His wife and he sat in
Eleanor’s house chatting. As on reqular occasions they stayed the night.
He gets up early every morning including Sundays as he opens his gym at
approximately 9 am. On getting up on this Sunday morning with Andrea
dufing breakfast they were chatting with Eleanor and she mentioned that
there had been a row involving the people coming from the Ccach Inn. He
states that he has a niece Tracey Clark and was aware that she regularly
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went to the Coach and he was concerned regardlng her safety Tracey'ie
his sister’s daughter. Tracey had met an Alllster Hanvey at. hlS club and
they had got engaged. As a result of hls CONCEern he rang Alllster‘
Hanvey’s home, he got the number from hlS W1fe . He spoke to Kenny Hanvey

"who he had also met—through his club, he asked if Tracey was at his house
Hanvey told him she wasn’t and he sald that was fine. He didn’t ask about o

Allister nor did he mention that there was trouble at the town centre " . He

didn't ring his sister Irene's house because as that stage they weren't on .

talking terms. After the phone call he left the Atkinson’s house Wlth o

Andrea and they both went to tHe clnb He. believes that Andrea would have :L

heard him talking on the phone. He referred to. the ltemlsed bill, and to o

its reference to a phone call on 27 April 1997 at 8.37 am, he says that he

can not state if the number_ls that of the Hanveys however'.

the call was made sometime_before 9 am. At no~stage inrthe morning of 27

’;' , ' April or at anytime in fact during that visit did he see or speakfto T

Robert Atkinson. . —_— _ . ' _.f- . _ '-b_””'ﬂ

o 221. Mrs BAndrea McKee in a witness statement dated 29 October 1997'5ays that

L through the Tae Kwan Do Club run by her husband she got to know Robert and

Eleanor Atkinson and would visit their home ‘and on regular ocea31ons _ If
they had been drinking would stay there overnight.. She’ reealls VlSltlngq ::.
the Robinson home on cone partigcular Saturday night wlth her husband \
Michael. Robert Atkinson was working so they sat and soc1allsed with

. Eleanor in her house. They stayed overhight in the house and as usual

_ ' would have got up early to allow Michael to open.-up the club. When

'f{'. getting up she didn’t see Robert Atklnson They were hav1ng breakfast and J

J“Q'. : ’ . Eleanor mentioned to Michael that there had been a row in the town centre,

' ' " She didn’t pay that much attention. 'Michael asked her for Alllster I
Hanvey's. home telephone number. Alllster Hanvey had been -a member of the
Tae Kwan Do Club and he had a relationship with Tracey Clark who was
Michael’s niece. Mrs McKeée was-able to.giue her husband the phonefnhmbér _-Jff-
from memory. She would know a lot of.the.membersdphone numbers as ehe R

deE_ o " would assist in making arrangements by phone'regarding any events or club'

“'; ;. ' business. She saw Michael on the phone but couldn’t reécall what was belng

said. When he returned to the kitchen from the hall where’ the phone is
situated he said that Tracey wasn’t there. [There was no other dlscu551on
of where she might be. BAfter a short period they left -and went to the
club. ' _ _ T

o222, _letter of & May 1897 Icontains an allegation that certain’-
' police officers witnessed the assault on Mr Hamill and did not 1ntervene |
_ ' as promptly as possible. o ' . . C e

1
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223. Wilful failure to act by a police officer can in certain circumstances

. amount to the common law offence of misconduct of an officer of Jjustice.

224. In R -v- Dytham 69 r App R. 387 the appellant, police constable 1n

uniform witnessed S=being ejected by a bouncer from a club early one
o morning. A fight ensured in which $ was involved with 3 others and he was
| kicked to death. The appellant in nc way intervened but went off. He was
charged with misconduct of an officer of justice in that being'preéent and
a witness to a criminal offénce, namely, a viclent assault upon $ by three
o ' others, he deliberately failed to carry out his duty as a police constable
'by wilfully omitting.to take any steps to preserve the Queen’s peace or to

protect S or to arrest or otherwise bring to justice his assailants.

.. ' 225. In affirming the conviction by the lower Court the Court of Appeal held
L that not every failure to discharge a duty which devolved on a person as
o the holder of a public office gave rise to the Common Law offence of

misconduct in that office.

:.1fh'; . 226. The Lord Chief Justice in his judgment quoted a passage from Stevens

Digest of the Criminal Law (9™ edition), Art. 145:-

“Every public officer commits a misdemeanour who wilfﬁlly neglects to
perform any dutyuwhich he is bound either by common law or by statute

ae ' to perform provided that the discharge of such duty is not attehded

with qreater danger than a man of ordinary firmness and act1v1ty may

be’ expected fto encounter.

227. The Court said that the neglect must be wilful and not merely 1nadvertent,

and it must be culpable in the sense that it is without reasonable excuse

or justlflcatlon-

223._ The offence 1nvolves an element of culpablllty whlch 13 net restrlcted to
corruption or dlshonesty but which must be of such a degree that the
misconduct impugned is calculated to injure the publlc interest so as to

”ﬂ.'.;. call for condemnation and punishment.

07 229, ‘As you will have observed from the part of this note which summarises the

evidence of the relevant witnesses at various stages there is a donflict
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as between those who had walked up Thomas Street and the police as tolthe

circumstances in which Mr Hamill and Mr Ei sustained their.injuries.

Within this broad econflict there are further inconsistencies as between

the various members—of the Thomas Street group and the police officers.

‘D and E _W refer to their group of 4 walking together towards the

mouth of Thomas Street and recall seeling a couple of people at the end_of

Thomas Street. They describe a sudden attack, about which D

remembers nothing further. _E describes the crowd who attacked
‘D "~ and Mr Hamill as consisting of around 20 to 30 persons.

[k T |evidence is that she noticed 2 people standing at the
corner as they walked up Thomas Street. As they started to cross the road
to get to Woodhouse Street a crowd of about 30 peopie_jumped on them as if
out of nowhere. After the attack she ran over to a poiice landrover
parked at the entrance to Woodhouse Street and asked them to get help.

She heard a poligeman shout “There is an ambulance on its way.”

In her evidence at the trial of Hobson,L_F _Jconfirmed that her
group cof 4 people was together with Robert andl:E_ about 2 or 3 steps
in front of her and her husband. There was .no possibility that Robert was
ahead of the other 3. She doesn't recall seeing anyone else who had been
at the function walking home ahead of them, at no stage during the attack
did she see any pelice officers trying to break up the trouble. It was
maybe 5 or 10 minutes after the attack on Robert had finished before she
ran over to complain to the occupants of the landrover. She got no
response. The attack on Robert was unprovoked. At no stage did she see
groups of people fighting all the way across the Main Street. She didn't
see police officers getting out of the landrover to try and'stop that
fighting. She didn't see or hear 2 groups taunting each other or cat
calling or any other fights arcund the mouth of Thomas Street. After the
initial attack there was no further attack by any of the crowd. Police
remained in the vehicle for at least 5 to 10 minutes after the end of the

attack.

Mr Prunty in his witness statement, on the other hand, described having
left St Patrick’s Hall with his girlfriend Maureen McCoy. They were
walking down Thomas Street on the footpath. BAhead of them was-fy______‘
EP ‘and[—E___ " and another girl called{F

Lf __:::::]. Bhead of them on his own and about 30 to 40 yards ahead
of Mr Prunty was Robert Hamill. ‘The next thing he heard a lot of people
shouting “Get the Fenian bastards” and saw a crowd of about 30-odd people,

mostly fellows, coming from the left of the Main Street running and the
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front ones of the group had caught Robert Hamill! and werehdragging him to
the ground. He was then kicked by }5 or 20 people as he lay on the
ground. D . ran. down toWards'the crowd and Mr Rrunty ran as
well the crowd were shoutingl“Kill him, kill him,” and.Mr Prunty ran into
the middie of them—&o see what he could do to help them. 'He wasn’t able
to do anything for there were just too many of them. By this stage the
police had got out of the landrover and were over at the crowd. There was
either 2 policemen and one woman or 3 policemen and a weman. They ran in
'to try and stop it. One of the polioemen pulled him back and as he was
doing this he saw another policeman grabk  hold of one of the fellows in the
group who'nas kicking Robert Hamill. 'Th;s youth who was wearing a

Ranger’s scarf was taken away and put in the back of the landrover.

234. Mr Prunty’s evidence at the trial of Mark Hamill was somewhat confused

He began by stating that police ¢ame to the scene after Robert had got

beaten up. ‘He then said that’ pollce broke the crowd up and took one
feliow away when they were Stlll kicking at Robert. He then subsequently
l, . said that once the kicking had stopped the police came on the scene. The
crowd did not break up after'the,police had:taken someone from the scene
. they were roaring and'shouting The attack on Robert Hamill lasted for a
v ' . good 10 minutes and was not over in a flash. The pollce came out of ‘the
landrover when they stopped kloklng Robert. There were not 2 groups of
people cat calling at each other norlwere there fights breaking cut the

whole way across Main Street. There was only'one episode of beating.

235. Maureen McCoy’ s evidence 1s that as. they approached the British Leglon

Club they were stopped by. F |who said" to her “don t be gorng

Ca : down there. Maureen as, there 1s a: crowd down there.” Robert Hamlll was

standing with F and E She saw a group of 10 to 15

male persons standing outside a baker’s shop on the corner of High

- Street/Market Street. She and COlln contlnued across the junctlon because
I '_;_I the polloe landrover was there‘ IAs they: qot to the group at the cerner
S she was aware that the Hamill fellow'was behind her along with the D
' family. The Crowd began to'shout_Fenianlbastards_and'surged towards them.
She knew sdmeonelbehind her was, being. attaoked at this stage ‘She ran
across Market Street and stood near to the Alllance & Lelcester Bulldlng
Soc1ety She subsequently_saw a male person lylng unconscroos in the
. centre of Market Street and'ran'over to help him.xushe_saw E o |
giving assistance to another male person Returning her attention to the
first male person she ‘was aware of pOllCe offlcers to her left. She saw a

male person Slttlng 1n51de the landrover
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237.

238.

239.

67

Constable Neill describes Mr Mallon having drawn himself to the attention
of the occupants of the landrover at position LR2 and the subsequent brief

conversation with Reserve Constable Cornett. He then describes the

. confrontation between this man and the 2 youths who had come from the

direction of the Halifax Building Scciety and Reserve Constable Cornett’s
conversation with these persons immediately prior to his being pulled out
of the vehicle. He did not hear or see anything pricr to being pulled out
of the vehicle and when at that stage he looked across the street he saw
the group of 8 to 10 persons and the opposing group of 30 or more who were
cat calling at each other. A number of fights then spontanecusly broke
out. He describes his efforts to break up these fights and says initially
that the first time he saw anyone on the ground was after he had pulled a
youth away from one of these fights and into the mouth of Woodhouse-Street
and then returned to his landrover. He later qualifies this by saying
that he had on a number of cccasions to remove this youth from the
fighting and can not be sure after which of these occasions he saw the
persons on the ground. After these persons had been seen policé rendered

assistance and kept the factions apart.

Although he was aware that the junction of Thomas Street and Market Street

was a flash point 'and would have been anxious to make sure that the
presence of his landrover was going to prevent any disturbance he did not
give any specific instructicons on foot of what Mr Mallin had said to
Reserve Constable Cornett, he did lock up Thomas Street when the vehicle
was at LRZ and saw no-one but didn’t instruct either of the officers in
the back to keep an eye out of the back window. He had aiready checked
Thomas Street, he would have taken it that they were looking out the back.
It didn’t occur to him to manceuvre his landrover into Woodhouse Street so
as to provide a clear view through éhe front windscreen of the junction of

Thomas Street and Market Street.

It was quite possible that there had been an assault before police were

aware of it but neither of the injured men was on the ground whenever

police got out of the landrover. Possibly some assault had happened prior-

to police knowing about it but it had split up and after police had got

out of the landrover further fighting ensued.

‘Reserve Constable Atkinson's evidence is that the landrover was parked at

position LR3 before Mr Mallon walked across to the front of it. Mr Mallon
mouthed something but he did not hear what was said because of engine
noise. It was.Mr Mallon who pulled Constable Neill cut of the vehicle,
although Mr Mallon’s evidence is that he proceeded directly home after the

confrontation with the 2 youths. He jumped out at the back of the vehicle

AR
1

| ﬂ

)

19309

~

J.



