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Thank you for your letter of 19 June 1997 the content of whi: 2 [ have noted.

Yuu raise a number of imporrant issues in your carrespordenc. snd 1 am plemsed
to avail of this opportunity to provide, as baest I can, the .lsrification

anyught,

Firactly, 1 ehould point out that Datective Chief Superintend: nt MeBurney,
Jupurintendent Anderson and Ghiaf Iaspester Bradley nre arsec at flaugh
Barracks, Arwmagh and not Portadown RUC Station. The decisior to approve
Datective Chief Superintendent McHBurney as Investipsting Officer, rather than
an officar feom outside the RUC, was made by mysals after ca.aful
consideration. The Detective Chief Superintandent has bnen irvalvad in
previous supervised anvestigations and has the confidenc» of the Commission to
conduck a bAGZSUZBA and maaningful wnyulry under my dicec: aapcecvigaof.

Hith regard to Datactive Chief Superintandent McBurnew's iarier dated
2d May 1997, 1 regret any upset caused to Ms Hamill hy tw refeennce Lo
crimingl proceadings. As ynu quire properly point ou: i1 vour 2ommunication

M: Hamill was .nvited to contact police if the ven.e aof lier neopused interview .

was not surtab.e. Had the complainant asked for alterna' i arcnagements to
have been made she would have been facilitated. T also none :hat you indigate
that Ms Hemill was confused by tha latter from the Invasiipating Officer! she
had of course, the benafit of the aazistance: of a solicitar wi would have
been atle to e>plaxn matters and could have aought {u“thmr (.1rificatxon 1f
qUCESRATY. ' ‘ o
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The choice ¢f Partadown RUC Etnzjdn aa tha baLc for the inregtigation team wag
made principaily for administrative and practical puriotes Learing in mind
that the vast majority of potential witnesses reside in th: iumadiste

locality. 1 can assure you that, whilst genior RUC detect ves baged at

Portadown RUC Station are employed in & back-up zapaci:zy r¢ Lhe Investigating
Officar the conduct of the investigation is confidential ad krowledge of its
progress confined to those officers sctively involved in p rsuing the enquiry,

In relatiea to the suspension of the RUC officers invelved I must point out

that the fammieainn haa no legislative remit in such matters, which {s for tha
Chief Conscable to conaider.

Allow me to take this opportunity to ask you to .se wharcever inf.uence you may
have ty encourage any witnesges of whom you &re asware .o Zi-operate with the
superviged investigation. 1@ £pilure of vital witneg.es tz come forward and
give evidence in my pdeﬁencghno: nly diminishes ;ha,}ffacrivenass aof the
investigation but mlsa frustrates my sincere attempts| o estatlish the facts
of the case,

foury sincercly

Supsrvising Member
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