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MASTER TAPE NUMBER: T146532A

- HOBSON - TAPE NO.2

This interview is being tape_recorded. The

interview is being conducted in an interview

room at turgan RUC Station. I am Detectivé
Constable Honeyford. Other 6fficers present
are I The date is
the 10th of Ma? 1997 and ' the time = is

1615 hours. Also present is.

I solicitor.

What is your full name.
Paul Rodney Marc Hobson.

Your date of birth.

And your address.
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Marc we wish to continue to interview you
regarding the serious assaults on [::::::]
[::::::] and Robert Hamill and the subsequent

death of Hamill. Again I have got to remind

you that it happeﬁed in the Market Street area

of Portadown in the early hours of Sunday

morning the 27th of April 1997. Now in

relation to that I again will caution you and

the caution is: you do not have to say
‘anything, but I must caution you that if you

do not mention when questioned something which

you later rely on in couft; it may harm yoéur

defence. If you do say anything it may be
given in evidence. Do you understand that
.caution.

Yes.

Is there anything further that you wish to say

to us at this point.

No.

Okay. At the end of the last interview we

asked you about the identification parade,

were you willihg to go on one and I believed

1Y
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your answer té that was no.

No.

Is that right.

Yea.

Is it still no. A ' : : ' '-i
Yea.

Any particular reason for thét.

I am‘juSt éaking'my Solicitor’s advice.

Alrighﬁ. Do you know Rory Roﬁinson from

I know him to see aye.
When was the last time you seen him. -
I don’t know.

If I was to suggest to you that it ' was

g
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Saturday night the night that the assault,

although it did happen in the early hours of

Sunday morhing, if I was to say you were in

his company on Saturday night/Sunday morning
the 27th of April 1997. Now I know you are.

nodding your head in the negative form,  but

believe me that the mike can’t pick it up.
No.

He wasn’t standing there with you.

» No.

I would also say that on reading‘ the

policeman’s statement that identifies you,

that you were taunting both the policei and

- other persons trying to assist the police in

rendering' first aid to both injured‘ parties.

" Now by that do you know what I am saying. S

am saying -you were taunting the 'police,

calling them names, calling the peopievthat's

lying on the ground injured, names.

.No.

(7e
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Do you deny that.

Yes.

And you deny seeing Rory Robinson down the

town that night.

_ Yes.

Right. Was, you were along with' A;lister'

Hanvey, is that right.

Yes.

Was he with you at the top, at the church.
No.

Sorryf

Johnny Wright was.

‘He wasn’t with you.

No Johnny Wright was.

193
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Johnny - Wrigh; was. Do you know where 'Hanvéy

was.

No.

Have you Spoken to him since.

No.

Sorry.

Aye I have seeg him a coupie of times.

Have you ﬁalked_ébout the fight.

No not réally.

No. Yes or no.

No. Sure I didn’t seg anyéﬁiﬁg anyway .

Aye but‘were you notf 6bviously it was, he ﬁég
there for a while.. About the ;ssauit taking . i

place, prioﬁ to the man’s death.

Aye I was, no.

W
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Right. Yéu see the witness that, the one that
we talked about earlier there;'names you . and
Hanvey. Hanvey is one‘of Ehe'othe; ones as
well. Both of you together. Kicking and

jumping on top of this person.
Is this the first witness or the third witness.

I will just have to clarify that with the

statements so I will. It is actually the

third, '‘the second civilian witness so it ‘is,

who identifies Hanvey and yourself along with

the others. What have you to say about that.
Nothing to saY:
Still telling lies.

No.

‘ Théy’fe still telling lies.

Aye yes.

Yes. Hahvey definitely wasn’t there.

(99

[
!
I

0



.HOBSON

HOBSON

HOBSON

HOBSON

' HOBSON

' PAGE 8

No. Well I didn’t see anybody there anyway that I knew.

AYe but I am talking about where this man is .
lying on the ground unconscious.' Or are you

talking about in front of the church.

Aye he wasn’t with me at the front of Tthe

church.
He wasn’t with you at the front of the church.‘i
Aye. We lost him at Call-a-Cab.

Right. Could he have been down there do ;yoﬁ

think.

I don’'t kno&.

Yog didn’t see him on the wéy back home.again;
No.

I take it that Johnny'Wrighﬁ will verify all

this.

)
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your body that will be consistent with getting

struck with a baton. Do you have any injuries’

at all.

No.

It says here.

The doctor checked me earlier.

Well it is a fortnight later obviously any injuries,

there would be no signs of them. It would

have healed with the passing of time, but it

" is strange how he remembers you getting hit'
by, he remembers hitting you with a baton

trying to stop carrying on the assault. Isn’tf

it.
And you say you weren’t there.

Aye.

*I tried to get this person off’. You were

assaulting someone in the group, he can’t

really say at that stége, but he tried to get

ybu off and he had to strike you with his
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baton. So that’s how bad it was, it wasn’t a

question of you taking advice, or him able to

give you advice. He felt it necessary to use’

a baton to stop you.. This is a very very
serious matter, I don’t know whether you grasp
it or not. You are a very very violent young

man. Do you understand that.

No.

I know, I know (inaudible) sitting ' there

saying to yourself, ‘Well I didn’t do it’ or

*I11 have to keep up my story because I have

given a statement’. If yoﬁ are ‘conce;hed
about giving a witness statement ,on; .last
night, outlining half the truﬁh or two thirds
of the truth, or not‘ the complete  truth
whatever, I would be more concerﬁed now_ from
your point of view of not takipg your part in
this here. There’s no éﬁesti§n that you were
there. I have no doubt with the passing of
time ghat no more people will come forward.
People “who you probably befdre h;nd"thougﬁt
would not have. You are dangefous.' Do: you

understand that. You are dangerous to be out

in the street. Anybody that can kick someone

7\02‘
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" to death is dangérous by any stretch of the

imagination and,’to ‘be ‘shout%hg kill 'ﬁhel
fenian, kill the fenian, these are the words
that sticks in the minds of the witneésésﬁi
This is the mood of the crowd that you,‘wef;

part of.

You might not have said those words, no-one . .|

can say whethef you did or:not,'only you - can
say -that,‘ but that’s the.mood of the cfowd;i i
Like this is a man, this, canlyou‘picture .a
man lying on the ground, hé’s,‘as one witness"'
describes him as being dead right. Tﬁefe was -
a female lying ovér trying to cradle his heéd
and you a;evstill tryihg toﬁkidk‘him apd ‘you4lw

are still taunting the people. ’ o e i SRR
No.
Now taunting I am sure is we 'elaborate on that’

would be sectarian, sectarian comments, chants

etc. You were stillltauntiné the:people who .

were trying ' to help him and him there lying. J

unconscious on the ground. This fella
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. Robinson who you know, who was standing beside

you, he’s not only happy with having doné what -

he done, he’s still trying to give, he had to

be hit in the stomach with a baton to get him

to. desist from carrying on this assault on a

peréon who is. He may as well be kicking a
piece of rubber becauselthere's no, the man is
unconscious. He was beyond pain at ﬁhis
stége., You are a violent man. ‘Do ?ou
,understand'that.. What is it going to take.fbr
vyou to face U§ to what you done. What. Are
we going to have to £ill the room with
witnesses. What. And all you can do is sit
there. Yqu are nét even showing remorse for
what you done. Not even remorse. You were
part and parcel of someone who kicked anofher

human being to deéth. Now you just think what

that means there for one second and you sit

there and stare at the table because if you
are looking for help or assistance or whatever
you are not going to get it from a black
table, so ‘you’‘re not. You have that much
hatred for Catholiés ;hat you kicked a

Catholic to deathband that’s what it amoﬁnts

to. That’s what it amounts to. And not only

have you kicked him to death, you still carry
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on. I know there is people who get involved

in fights and then when someone is unconscious

they realise they didn’t mean to do that and

they walk away or they try to help them. Not

you! You were trying to stop people giving

him first aid. You were still trying to kick 2

him. Whenever you are jumping up on top of -

his head and his body, he’s unconscious, ‘'you .

are getting no response out of him. He never
even had the chance to defend himself. Are

you taking this in Marc.
It wasn’t me.

It was you! Saying it wasn’'t me is

absolutely, it doesn’t carry any weight. You

had to be struck with a baton afterwards to

‘get you to stop. Now the Constable doesn’t

even know if that was successful or not

because there was obviougly more happening

around him that just, you trying to kick this.

person.

You took the very first statement although I

didn’t read it all out because it all doesn’‘t

refer to you, but I read out the relevant

206
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paragraphs that did refer to yoﬁ. The witness

‘'who says “he was only several feet, you know
like you are talking probably from the door in.
this room to where you are sitting. That many

feet away from you, he clearly identifies you,

and at least hé.said,-and hefs beiﬁg,trﬁthful,
you were digging this boy but the boy .was
digging you ' back, but you got the bétter ‘of
him. Marc  he is sayingiyou pu£ him on: hié

arse on the ground and the boy lay’thefe for

about one miﬁute and he got up again. . But

[l

"then the sequence of events goes on. - We could

turn round and say tha;‘Was = but then.

when. you look at some of the other statements
you could possibiy have been fighting  and

assaulting a boy by the name of Prunty. - You

!

could certainly have been jumping up and down

and fighting with the deceased. The now

deceased at some stage, Mr Hamill. You have a

lot to answer for, haven’'t you. You know you

can sit there and do you know what I notice

you, you could not hold that head up to look

at . anybody but then again you don’t have to.

If you want to sit there and stare into the

black table, that’s entirelyvup to youréelf.

It is not going to go away Marc. You have got

'\)
o
¥
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to realise that. You have got yourself 'into a
handling now and really it is‘uplto you to
make the best of a bad job. That’s myfadvice

and it is my belief that you should grasp this

‘and tell the truth, not the load of shit that

basically that’s what it is. It is lies. ' It

can’t be described as any else. Lies. And I

‘am saying to you Marc YOu have things to.sort

out, you get them sorted out. I wasn’t down-

the street, I wasn’t in Portadown that night.

b

I work in it, as the man says I don’t have to

you have been telling us all along because .

live in it. But this is what happens. LIt

always happens.

interview room.

‘

Can you tell us the truth.

I've told you the truth.

Marc 1I’1l1l tell you something, we have got .to}

interview you and I don’t anticipate a lot

more interviewing of you. I don’t even ‘know

if the bosses wiil direct a third interview.



PAGE .17 |

1628. Detective Constable back in the

interview room.

But 1it’s your chance to put your side of . the
story across about what happened, to show'ébme
face, to show that you are not all bad because
I can tell you that the moment you don’t look
anything other than b;d; you just loék iuét a‘
typical prod bigot. And yes, if I was, if' I
had to stand ﬁp ip Court tomorrow morning, .and

if somebody said ’‘for what it’s worth bfficer

from your experience and the amount of years
you have been in CID, what do you make of thié
man’, I have got to turn round and 4§éy
'There’s. little anybody could say in’ ydﬁr
favéur' because I think you are only to 'glga
to go doﬁn the-street and beat the shit"bf .'
some bo& and jump up andvdown on‘his‘ fuckiﬁg;f“
head until ﬁe_is dead.v Well it has‘happened;‘:‘
it 1is a sad set of gi#cumstances, thére’s"no

" winners in this here.
There is another description of Hamill iying -

on the ground. ‘The . fella was . just lying .-

there with his hands at his side. He didn’t

2§ B i
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move’ . That’s the fella that you jumped  up.

and down and you kicked, you kicked him to

death. You and four or five others.
And your description Marc.
Like it’s not, you know you could understand

it possibly from your point of view, = your

innocence or the possibility of innocence if

' someone just said to you 'He has a goatee

beard and short hair’. But we have yoﬁr
nickname, we have your first name, we actually
have the street you live in.

And we have you described down to a 'T’.
I can assure you that people that are doing it
don’t have an axe to grind with Marc 'Hobsqn.
They come forward out of a sense of decency.
Marc are we boring you.

Tell me this just as a matter of interest.

No hold on a second. Are we boring you Marc.

2o
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HOBSON No.

Well you seem to have very little interest in

this. You’re sitting here in an interview:
room.
HOBSON I've said my story. —_— o Lo

You know what you are being interviewed about)

don’t you. ' : . , o ' .vﬂtf
Yes. e P n Auﬁ

It’s just the top of tﬁ; apple tree,  it’s .
murder! We are-investigatiﬁg theldéath'of Mr
Hamill which is in fact murder and we are also
investigating the serious assauit‘of'a number -
of otﬁers [::::::::]being§one‘ofjghehl And
you are sitting there with‘yoﬁr'head @o&n'and
really when I look at yop; I am qude:ihg do | 4}”“
you care. Now is_thére ;nything you want - to . “‘.,‘\Lﬂ

say for yourself.
. HOBSON I have said everything.

You have said everything. Well tell me this;”

2 e
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do you know Wayne Lunt.

No.

Stacey Bridgett.

. Aye.

Sorry.

Yes.

Did you see him.

.~ No.

On Saturday night.

No.

Dean Forbes.

No.

You don’t know Dean Forbes.

No I do know him.

. PAGE 20 ..
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"None at all. What about it being the truth.

Did you see him there that night.
No.

You didn‘t. Of course, courée, telling us’ you
saw him there or spoke to ﬁim there would take
it away from your witness statement;'wouldnft
it and your account of your. movements tﬁat
night. Can you offer any explanatioh aé t¢\_‘
why two civilians and one policeman would put

you at the middle of it doing what -we have

‘described to you. Can you offer any

explanation for that.

No. _ ' -

How does that sound. Well. Marc.

What.

Definitely not. Just simple wipe it off, you : o
know it doesn’t, they are telling lies and all

ybu have to say for yourself is ‘I wasn(t

there’. That’s all you have, that 1is your

215 - [ 06788
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only alibi. I wasn’t there, is that right. I
wasn’t any further than the church. Is that
your only explanation for this. here.

'

Yes.

You don’t want to show remorse for what you

done at all.

I didn‘t do anything.
You didn’t do anything.
So these people are telling lies. All telling

lies about your involvement. Even taking it

at 1its very least, you were there fighting

fist to fist with at least two people. That

is it at its very least. And you won’'t evéq
accept that. That’s lies. Is it.

]

Yes.

And tied in with the fact that you don’t want
to go on an identity parade. Yes. What way
is it looking from your point of view. What

do you think.

Fm—
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Mr Hobson doesn’t have to answer that.

No he doesn’t but I would just like to know

his comments on how the thing is going.. He ..

seems’ to be a person who doesn’t even have
much interest himself in denying ‘the whole

thing. All he can say is the same rhetoric.

I am saying (inaudibie).
‘ |

I wasn't there, I have said my story, it
wasn’t me, they are telling lies which are,
you know that’s the most, you could walk into
any primary school éﬁy time of the week and
get that out of a four year old. There'bis
absolutely no substance, I doﬁ't think there

are any reasons why you wouldn’t do it, I

.don’t think there is anything to say that so

and  so can say that I stood there, Johnny

Wright can say that I stood at the church all

night and didn’t move down the street. It was

all over by the time we arrived there. Will

he say that.

Yes.

5
A

' 06790}

b



<%

HOBSON

SOLICITOR

SOLICITOR

PAGE 24 . . ° .

He will say that.
Yes.

Well 1let us go to the hypothetical. although

it’s not really nice to go into .the

-hypothetical, but just say he didn‘t

contribute to that.

Well let’s not get into hypotheses here. Mr“i

Hobsbn has given his account and he says.

No it would just be interesting to know what

his comments . would be on that if Wright is

absolutely telling lies then.

Well absolutely Mr Hobson can answer that if

and when that arises but I don’t think we gain

. anything by.

No it’s not.
Speculating.

It’s just something I would ask him just to

see if again it would be everybddy is telling .

P
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1

s

lies except me, I’'m telling the truth, which,

is basically what you are saying. And the way

things are going I have no doubt with the

passing of time more people will come forward.
You are fairly distinctive in your 1looks,.

would you agree Marc.
Aye.

sorry.

\

Ayé well everybody has gotka biker’s beard.

Everybody’s got a biker’s beard.

Well not everybody like but there’s a .brave

few people.

-

"

"Right well do  you - think you are more

distinctive than most.
I'm sure I am.
Well no doubt there will be more people come.

forward. I'll be surprised if they don’t, so

T wouldn’t.

2
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Anything else you want to put to him.
Sorry.
Anything else you want to put to him. o T

No I think he’s has .bgen('given _ ample i -Mi
opportunity here ﬁo tell his side of‘théﬂéfbry,:
and at least to show some remoréeilat  th;s'
stage for his actions a‘fortnight ago Bpﬁ.'hé

choses to remain‘as_he was before saying I ©

.didn’t do it, it wasn’t me and everYohé else.

is telling lies’.

Right Marc we are going to terminate this
interview. Now before we terminate: it you
already know. the :procedﬁre‘ fegarding wﬁatn
happens to the tapes after. You have gét,théw

Form PACE 21 served on you in the pfeviousv
interview. Is there anything you wish iﬁé .
: N D o
clarify. o

HOBSON No.

Anything ydu wish to add.

QS | o
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No.

Do you wiéh to make a written statement.

No. = - : S
Interview terminated and the time is 1635. E ﬂ ;;
vf l
}



