(-

§)

STATEMENT OF WITNESS | P ,

STATEMENT OF WILLIAM TREVOR LEATHAM

DATED THIS DAY OF 2008

I, WILLIAM TREVOR LEATHAM, declare that this statement is true to the best of
my knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence at
the Inquiry I will be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which
I know to be false or do not believe to be true.

1. The Inquiry has disclosed a number of documents to me. Where I make specific

reference to a document in my statement I have given the number of the relevant

page.

2. Ihave known Michael McKee since about 1992. My son attended the Tae Kwon
Do Club, which Michael ran firstly in Lurgan Town Hall and later in
Brownstown business centre. I knew Andrea McKee through her husband. In
about 1995, I also began to train with the Tae Kwon Do club and attended the

club more frequently after that.

3.  In about the end of 1996, some of the parents of the children who went to the
club decided to raise some money to help the children attend competitions. We
set up a small fund raising club and I agreed to be one of at least two treasurers.
I cannot remember exactly but I think Michael McKee and/or Robert Atkinson
were the other treasurers. Michael McKee opened a bank account for the fund
raising monies but the fund raising never really got off the ground. In fact, I

only recall signing one cheque as treasurer.

4. 1 remember Allister Hanvey as a regular at the Tae Kwon Do Club. He trained
at least once or twice a week. At one stage, he held the world championship title
for his age group. I think I first got to know Allister in about 1994 when the Tae

Kwon Do club moved premises and relocated to the Brownstown Business
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centre. I have been asked whether I know Tracey Clarke. The name itself did
not mean anything to me but when reminded that she was Michael McKee’s
niece I remembered seeing her with Allister and Michael but have only spoken

to her a few times over the years.

I have known Robert Atkinson for many years, firstly, from my time serving as
a full time Reserve Constable. I met Robert when I joined up in 1980. I think he
was stationed in Portadown while I was stationed in Craigavon. I left the police
in 1983 and was employed by the Prison Service. I did not see much of Robert
Atkinson for the next ten years until I joined the Tae Kwon Do club. It was then
that I got to know him for the second time. Robert’s daughter was very talented
in Tae Kwon Do and she trained at the Brownstown club. I got to know Eleanor
Atkinson at the same time. There were some social events we all went to with

the club so the families all got to know each other.

In 1997, I left the Tae Kwon Do Club. There were a number of reasons for
leaving. I had injured my arm, which I meant I could no longer practice but
another important factor was that I heard rumour that some of the members of
the club were taking drugs such as Ecstasy. I wanted nothing to do with that. I
also heard that Allister and some other members of the club had been involved

in the Robert Hamill incident and that troubled me so I left the club.

While Allister Hanvey was in prison on remand I was working on his wing one
night. I bumped into Allister there and asked him about the incident and the
alleged murder of Robert Hamill. I asked him if he had, in fact, done what was
alleged. He told me he did not know because he could not remember anything

about what he did that night.

[ discussed the incident itself with Robert Atkinson within about one week of it
happening. I mentioned to him the allegation that police had sat in the Land
Rover and watched the assault. He said that that was rubbish. He said the four of
them were in the Land Rover going up the other side of the street when they had
seen a fight break out at the corner of Woodhouse Street. He said they went on

up the town and came back down to where the fight was taking place. When
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they got to the scene of the fighting he saw Allister Hanvey standing back
watching the fight. Robert told me that Allister was either drunk or high on
drugs so he told him to “fuck off home out of the road”. Allister apparently

stood and argued with Robert for a while.

I have set out both conversations in my statement of 9 November 2000,
containing page numbers 17392 to 17394. I do not recall discussing any of that
with Michael McKee. He did phone me at the prison occasionally but I think
those telephone calls were about the Tae Kwon Do Club; it was nothing to do
with Allister Hanvey. I cannot remember if I ever spoke to Michael McKee
about the incident itself but I do recall being told that Michael and Andrea
McKee had been instructed to burn Allister’s clothes. I cannot remember who

told me that but I think it was during the time Allister was in prison.

I did not know that Michael and Andrea McKee were later convicted of
perverting the course of justice but I have not seen or spoken to the McKees or
Robert Atkinson since I left the Club in 1997.

WILLIAM TREVOR LEATHAM
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