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STATEMENT OF WITNESS

STATEMENT OF JASON TERRENCE WOODS

DATED THIS DAY OF 2008

I, JASON TERRENCE WOODS, declare that this statement is true to the best of my
knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence at the
Inquiry, I will be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I

know to be false or do not believe to be true.

1.  The Inquiry has disclosed a number of documents to me. Where I make specific

reference to a document in my statement I have given the number of the relevant

page.

2.  I'made a statement [Page 9183] to the Police dated 16 May 1997 in connection with
the Robert Hamill incident. I confirm that the statement is true to the best of my
knowledge and belief.

3. In April 1997 I was 18 years of age and living on the Brownstown Estate in

Portadown with my parents and younger brother and sister

4. In April 1997 I knew of sectarian violence taking place in Portadown. I knew the
junction near Woodhouse Street to be a popular place for fights to kick off, but only
through what others had told me. At the time I would not normally have expected
much of a police presence in the centre of Portadown on a Friday or Saturday night,

maybe just a Land Rover.

81291



DRAFT

10.

I also knew of St Patrick’s Hall on Thomas Street as a Catholic community centre
of sorts. However I was not aware there was a function taking place at the Hall on

the night of 26 April 1997.

At the time I knew Stacey Bridgett and Marc Hobson, who both lived close by. I
also knew Timothy Jameson, who was in my class at school but I would not say we
were friends. I also knew Kyle Magee from school. I knew ‘Fonzie’ Allen and
Allister Hanvey from going to the Coach Inn. I still know Stacey Bridgett and

Andrew Osborne who are friends of mine.

In 1997 I would go to the Coach Inn at Banbridge regularly on the bus, usually with
Paul Currie who was a mate of mine and lived just around the corner from me. I

knew his brother Mark but not as well as I did Paul

On 26 April 1997, I recall I went to the Coach Inn at Banbridge by bus with Paul
Currie. I got the bus back to town and got off by Herrons Country Fried Chicken. I
did not stop to get any food and I would have been one of the first to get off the
bus. I just walked straight up the town towards West Street with Paul Currie on my
way home. I did not notice any shouting or calling going on near Thomas Street as I

walked home; there was virtually no one else in the town centre.

It has been put to me that Kyle Magee made a statement about the events of
26/27 April 1997 to police on 30 April 1997. In that statement [Page 9144] Kyle
said he saw me hanging around the summer seats near St Marks’ Church watching
the fight. After getting off the bus from the Coach Inn, I walked past the church on
my way home, but I would not have been hanging around at the church and I did
not see any fighting. I did not go to Tracy Newell/McAlpine’s house at any time
that night.

I have been asked whether I knew Davy Woods back in April 1997. I knew him

from being on the bus from the Coach Inn. He wasn’t a friend of mine but I knew
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his face and name. I do not recall seeing him in town on the evening of

26/27 April 1997.

11. The first I knew of the fight that night was through the newspapers and TV. I would
not have spoken to anyone about it because I would have wanted to keep to myself,
and because I was not involved. If I had seen anything that night of relevance I
probably would not have come forward. At the time it was fairly common for

people from the Brownstown Estate to keep to themselves and avoid contact with

the Police.
SIGNED: .oeeieiiiiiecerceccercecccscescacscscenses
JASON TERRENCE WOODS
DATED: coeeeeeeeeieeceecccccceeccccccccncnsscccnes
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