STATEMENT OF WITNESS

STATEMENT OF DONALD BLEVINS

DATED THIS DAY OF 2008

[. DONALLD BLEVINS, declare that this statement is true to the best of my knowledge
and belief and T make it knowing that il it is tendered in evidence at the Inquiry 1 will be
liable to prosecution if | have wilfully stated in it anything which | know to be false or do

not believe to be true.

1. The Inquiry has disclosed o number of documents to me. Where | make specific
reference to a document in my statement 1 have given the number of the relevant

page.

b

In 1997, 1 went 1o the Coach Inn Banbridge on most Saturday nights. Almost every
Saturday | went with different people. The Coach Inn was the closest nightclub to
Portadown and there would be a crowd of about two hundred people from

Portadown there, Usually., [ would take the bus there and get a taxi home.

3. On the evening ot 26 April 1997 | did not go 1o the Coach Inn. Instead, 1 went to a
band parade in Castlederg. Band parade scason lasted from April to September and
took place on Friday and Saturday nights. During the season | did not go 1o the

Coach Inn.

4. That evening [ went to the band parade with Judith Lyttle, my girliriend at the time.
We took the Ulsterbus there and back. In the note of my interview with the police
on 30 April 1997, which is now produced and show to me containing page numbers
13319 to 13320, | note that 1 told the police that Judith and [ got off the bus at
00:50. The bus dropped us off at Alice’s Bar, which is at the roundabout at the

Junction of Carrickblacker Road, Bridge Street and the Tligh Street. We walked to
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Watson Street to collect Judith’s car and drove up to Herron’s chip shop via Bridge
Street and Castle Street. It would have taken us less than five minutes to drive up to

llerron’s. We would have been there by 1 am.

Hereon's was onc of the only chippics open that late at night so everyone would go
there, although you would not get any Catholics going in there. There would not
have been anyone from the Coach [nn bus there when we got there though because
it was too carly. The Coach Inn closes at lam and it usually takes half an hour to

et back into Portadown.

I did not plan to meet anyone at Herron's. However, [ see in the note of my
interview that 1 told the police that | saw_ and_lherc.

The note sa_\-'s_ but I believe his name is spclt- P went
to school witl- he is a friend of mine. - hung around wilh- He

was a year below me in School.- is a mickname but | do not know what his real
[irst name is. 1 cannot remember what we lalked about but they did not mention

anything about a fight or commotion in the town centre.

After we left Herren's, Judith and | drove down to the car park in West Street,
opposite the Call-a-Cab so that we could eat our take-away belore heading home.
The town centre would have been closed off so we would have had to drive down
Castle Street, then go on to the North Way and then down to West Street. [ am not
sure what tme this would have been but the drive from Herron's to the car park
would have taken us only about two minutes. At the car park we saw a few girls we
knes, | cannot remember now how many of them there were or who they were,
except that one of them was Tracey McAlpine. Tracey lived on the Brownstown
I:state. We stopped to ask them whether they needed a lift home, They told us that

there was a fight going on down the strect.

Almost every Saturday night, particularly between Laster and about September,

there was a fight in the town centre. [ had witnessed fights in the past although 1

[
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had never been involved in any myself. I’ you were looking to have a fight you
could go to the town centre and have one. It would be easy to predict where and
when the fight would take place. I would have assumed that this fight was sectarian
in naturc. involving Catholics and Protestants, and that it was right in the town
centre. exactly where Robert Hamill died. There were always police in the town
centre on a Saturday night, usually in their LLand Rover. Most times the police were
able 1o control the fights but sometimes they would not be able 10, depending on the
size of the crowd. Sometimes the police would not get out of their Land Rover but
would wait for the fight to finish. for things to calm down, before getting out of the

Land Rover.

I decided to go down to the town centre to see what was going on, just out of
curiosity. Judith walked down to the Intersport shop with me and, as | told the
police in my interview. she stopped there. Perhaps she was scared. [ don't know, [
was not concerned for my own safety nor did [ have any plans to get involved. If

there was a fight going on it was not uncommon for a crowd to gather and look on,

As I was walking into town towards St Mark’s Church, | saw Wayne Lunt near to
the Benetton shop on West Street. | know Wayne from around the Estate although |
would not say that he was a friend of mine. When I saw him, Wayne was by
himself and having ditficulty breathing. He was drunk. I asked him if he was okay.
A Tew minutes later, T saw him again, this time at the Allied Irish Bank in the centre
of town on Market Street. between the Church and Woodhouse Strect. He was
staggering along but when a police car arrived he ran awayv towards the town
centre. | think he ran away because he was drunk and he was under-age for
drinking, but [ can’t be sure. The second page of the interview, page 13320, statcs
that 1 said that Wayne was arrested later and then released. | cannot remember now
how I knew that he had been arrested and been released. | may have seen him being

arrested or the police or someone else may have told me, but 1 am not sure now.

=]
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From the (ront of the Church [ could see a crowd of people in the town centre, neat
the junction of Thomas, Woodhouse and Market Streets. 1 saw a young fellow,
whom 1 now know was Robert Hamill, Iving on the High Street near to Thomas
Street, in front of Eastwoods and the traftic light to be precise, with a couple of
pirls around him. 1 don’t know if this fellow was unconscious. It has been pointed
out to me that in my interview, page 13320 that 1 said that | suw two fellows on the
ground but now, afler all these years, [ can only remember Robert Hamill being on
the ground. There was a police Land Rover on the corer by the Ilalifax Bank,
facing down towards the bottom of the town (towards Herron's) and there were a

couple of policc officers, maybe [our of them, standing outside the [.and Rover,

[nitially T would have been maybe a couple of yards away from the crowd. There
were actually two crowds, There was a crowd of Catholics, maybe five of them, on
the Woodhouse Street side of the High Street near the Alliance & Leicester, and a
crowd ol Protestants, maybe five or a bit more, on the Thomas Street side near
Lastwoods, not [ar from where Robert Hamill was. 1 joined the crowd of
Protestants. § saw Rory Robinson and Mark Currie in the Protestant crowd. 1 cannot
remember now it [ recognised anyone clse or if they would have come off {from the
Coach Inn bus, although they could have done. They could have come off the bus at
Herron's and then walked through the town, stopping when they saw there was a
ght going on. The size of the Protestant crowd certainly grew while [ was there.
By the end there were maybe twenty or thirty in the crowd. A crowd of people also

gathered in front of the Church

veryone was just standing about, watching, and shouting. Both sides woeuld have
been shouting, your usual scctarian chants. There would have been some scuflles as
well between the two crowds as the Protestant crowd got bigger. Someone from the
Protestant crowd, Rory | think but it could have been somebody else, may have run
through the police lines and had a swing at someonc on the Catholic side. The
police tried w separate the crowds but people were being agpgressive towards the

police as well.
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I have been told that Reserve Constable Murphy observed me in the crowd trying to
calm the situation down and to get people to geo home. [ cannot remember this now
but if he said so then it must be true, To be honest though it is not really something
that 1 would de. With sectarian [ights in Portadown you don’t tell anybody to go
home. [n my police interview, page 13320 | said that Mark Currie was trying to get
people to go home. Mark is a sensible lellow and i he saw a fight starting he would
try to break it up. The pelice were also trying to get people to move on but people
did not want to leave: they wanted to see what was going on. Eventually more

police arrived and people started going home.

I did not actually witness the assault on Robert Hamill. nor did | see anyone try to
kick or attack Robert Hamill while he was on the ground. By the time | got there he
had already been assaulted. In my police interview at page number 13320 | said that
I had heard that the people who assaulted Robert amill were talking to the police
shortly before the assault. 1 do not know now where 1 would have heard that or who
would have told me that. There would have been iots ot talk about the assault. It
was a big deal. 1 did not know cither who was supposed to have committed the
assault. | would not have gone to the police with this information in any case. You
just don’t grass on anything like that because if you were found out then you would
probably end up in the same place as Robert Hamill. 1 have been told that [ was
invited to attend another interview with the police on 6 May 1997 but that [ did not
attend. | cannot recall being asked tor another interview. However, if the police had
asked me to make a formal statement [ would not have wanted to because [ would

not want 1o get involved.

I have been asked about various people who are connected with this and [ can say
that at the time | knew Dean Forbes, Stacey Bridgett, Mare Hobson, Allister
Hanvey. Jonathan Wright, David Woods, Timothy Jameson, my cousin Paul Currie.

and my brother Gregory. However, [ do not recall seeing any of them in the crowd

or at the scene that night, | did not visit Allister while he was in prison in

LA
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connection with this in 1997, If any member of the Blevins family would have
visited him it most likely would have been Gregory, but I am not sure. At the time [
did not know Reserve Constable Murphy, nor did 1 know Reserve Constable
Atkinson, although | had heard of Rescrve Constable Atkinson. He had a bit of a
bad reputation, and was known as @ “cunt’. We used to say “he would arrest his

own mother™,

)2l
SIGNED: . antnad \\T Ean S

DONALD BLEVINS

DATED: o =es
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