DRAFT

STATEMENT OF WITNESS

STATEMENT OF DENNIS WILLIAM HAYES

DATED THIS DAY OF 2008

I, Dennis William Hayes declare that this statement is true to the best of my knowledge

and belief and I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence at the Inquiry I will be

liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything I know to be false or do not

believe to be true.

1.

The Inquiry has disclosed a number of documents to me. Where I make specific

reference to a document in my statement I have given the number of the relevant

page.

. I am a native of Portadown and have lived there for all of my life, attending school

and working in the area. I have previously made a statement [page 9170] to the
police regarding the death of Robert Hamill and this statement is true to the best of
my knowledge and belief. I was 18 years of age in April 1997 and regularly
attended The Coach Inn at Banbridge mostly on Saturdays with friends usually Paul

Currie and Andrew Osborne or some other friends.

. On 26 April 1997 I caught the bus from Portadown to The Coach Inn about 9.00pm

and caught the first bus back to Portadown. I had been drinking Buckfast Tonic
Wine during the evening. In those days I probably had drunk two bottles of the
Tonic Wine during an evening. Before going to The Coach Inn I would have
watched the Hanover Football Team and probably been drinking in the club after

the football before going out in the evening.
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. I'don’t know now who I was with on 26/27 April 1997 neither can I remember who
was on the bus when we arrived back in Portadown. The bus stopped at the bottom
of the town near Bridge Street because the barriers were across the bottom of High
Street. I got off near Herrons Chip Shop and walked up the High Street towards my
home in the Brownstown Estate. I believe I walked along the Woodhouse Street
side of the High Street. Several mates got off the bus and zoomed straight on up the

town but I do not remember who they are now.

. I'would have walked across the junction of Woodhouse Street with High Street into
Market Street and then into West Street. I do not remember seeing a Police Land

Rover whilst walking through the town.

. I do remember seeing my cousin Lisa Hobson somewhere near the summer seats in
front of the church I think she was with a few girls bit I’'m not sure. I have been
asked if I knew Heidi Reaney, I did know a Reaney family who lived on my estate
but I cannot remember seeing her. I do know a Joanne Bradley but cannot

remember seeing her. I do not know either a Michelle Jamieson or Wayne Lunt.

. In my statement [page 9170] I said,”When I moved on home I saw the police in the
town.” I cannot remember now where exactly I saw the police they must have been
driving around whilst I was walking home. I continued on home and went to bed. It
would take me about twenty minutes to walk home from where I got off the bus if I
walked quickly.

. Whilst walking through the town centre I cannot remember seeing a fight or anyone
on the ground near the junction of High Street with Thomas Street. I had heard that
it was a problem area in Woodhouse Street where the Catholics walked from St
Patrick’s Hall in Thomas Street across High Street down under the tunnel in
Woodhouse street. I have never personally seen or been involved in any fighting in

the town centre.
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

In 1997 I knew a girl called Tracey McAlpine she lived just around the corner from
my home. I think I have been to her house once for a drink after being out on a
Saturday night. I also knew a girl called Tracey Clarke. Tracey Clarke referred to a
Dennis from Brownstown in her statement [Page 262] as being at Tracey
McAlpine’s on 27 April 1997. She probably was referring to me but I cannot

remember going to Tracey McAlpine’s house that night.

I did know Tracey’s boyfriend Allister Hanvey from going about in the town but we

weren’t good friends.

I was working at 9.0am on Sunday 27 April 1997 and caught a taxi to work that is
why I don’t think I went to a party at Tracey McAlpine’s but I cannot truthfully

remember if I did or not.

Whilst at work on Sunday 27 April 1997 I heard on the radio that there had been a
fight in the town centre and subsequently heard that Robert Hamill died as a result
of that fight. I cannot recall discussing the incident at any stage after going out on

26/27 April 1997.

Sometime later in the year, 1997, I went to a Band Parade with a lot of other people
from Portadown on the way back we went and visited those people who were in
prison for being involved in the death of Robert Hamill. I visited Marc Hobson. I
knew him to talk to and have the occasional drink with. We all went in to keep their
morale up I don’t know who visited who just that I went and saw Marc. I don’t
know who arranged the visits. I cannot remember discussing the fight with Marc it

was just general conversation.

I only visited Marc Hobson but I do know Stacey Bridgett who lived in the same
road as me, he is a year older than me I think. I also know Dean Forbes who lived
on my estate to say hello to. I cannot remember seeing either Stacey or Dean on the

night of 26/27 April 1997.

80418



DRAFT

15.

16.

17.

18.

I also knew Andrew Allen whose nickname was ‘Fonzy’ I used to knock around
with him. Similarly I knew Davy Woods. But I did not know Rory Robinson. I
cannot recall seeing them on night 26/27 April 1997.

I knew Pauline Newell the sister of Tracey McAlpine and her friend Kelly Lavery. I
went to school with Timothy Jameson but I cannot remember seeing any of these
people on 26/27 April 1997 as I have said previously I had drunk probably two
bottles of Buckfast Tonic Wine that night and was drunk.

The police did come to see me on 15 January 2001 and asked me about Allister
Hanvey I told them that I knew Allister but didn’t see him or anyone else on the
night of 26/27 April 1997.

I have no information about the conduct of the police on the night as I can only
recall seeing police vehicles on my way home. I have no memory of seeing officers
in the High Street or any police vehicle in that area. Neither do I have any

information from discussing the incident with other people.

SIGNED:  .ceiiieiiiiiieinincinccecncnnen
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