DRAFT

STATEMENT OF WITNESS

STATEMENT OF ANDREW OSBORNE

DATED THIS DAY OF 2008

I, ANDREW OSBORNE, declare that this statement is true to the best of my knowledge

and belief and I make it knowing that if it is tendered in evidence at the Inquiry I will be

liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false or do

not believe to be true.

1.

The Inquiry has disclosed a number of documents to me. Where I make specific

reference to a document in my statement I have given the number of the relevant

page.

In April 1997, T was living in Portadown with my parents. I was going out with
Judith Holland at the time. I used to go to the Coach Inn in Banbridge probably
every weekend, not always with Judith, taking the bus from Portadown there and
back. I would usually go along with or meet up with lots of people there, for

example, Gregory Blevins, Jason Woods, and Stacey Bridgett.

On the evening of 26 April 1997, Judith and I went to the Coach Inn. I cannot
remember now if we went there with anyone else that night. As usual, we would
have gone there by bus and then come back to town by bus. The bus usually got
back into Portadown sometime between 01.30 and 01.45 and stopped somewhere at

the bottom of Z Cabs, as I said in my statement of 12 May 1997.

When we got off the bus Judith and I walked straight up the town, up Market Street
and on onto West Street to go to the Chinese take-away on West Street. It was only
Judith and me that night. My statement [page 9171] to the police dated 12" May

1997 records that, as we walked from the bus stop to the Chinese, we saw a police
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Land Rover at the Alliance & Leicester Building Society. I cannot remember now
whether we saw any police officers outside the Land Rover. It was normal to see
police somewhere in Portadown, but I could not really say whether I would expect
more police at the junction of Thomas, Woodhouse and Market Streets. Although
there had been trouble with sectarian clashes at this junction in the past, I did not
have any reason to be concerned that night. I had never witnessed any clashes

myself but they were always reported in the news.

When we got to the Chinese I cannot remember now whether there was anyone at
the Chinese that I knew. However, Judith mentioned going around to Tracey
McAlpine’s house in Brownstown. I did not really know Tracey but I think she
was one of Judith’s friends. When we got to Tracey’s house obviously Tracey was
there but I could not say who else was at the house. I was quite drunk and from
what I was told I fell asleep. I am not sure if I fell asleep in the living room or in
the bedroom. I cannot remember if I even spoke to anyone while I was there. We

did not stay long at Tracey’s.

I have been asked about various people who are connected with this and I can say
that at the time I knew Stacey Bridgett. I would usually see him around the Estate
and if we were out at night, for example if we went drinking at one of the pubs
down the town. Similarly, I was friends with Marc Hobson and also Andrew
‘Fonzy’ Allen, who lived in the same area as I did. I would meet up with them
socially then. T still pass them and speak to them, but I do not bother to socialise

with them any more.

I know that Stacey was arrested and charged in relation to Robert Hamill’s murder
but that is not something that we ever discussed. It probably never came up. I was
not interested as to how he came to be implicated. I am aware that Marc was
actually prosecuted and convicted of affray in relation to the murder. However,

again, I did not have any conversation with him about what had happened that
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night. I did not visit him while he was in prison nor did I receive any phone calls

from him while he was in prison.

8.  Even though I knew Allister Hanvey, probably through school, I do not think that I
really socialised with him. I also knew Rory Robinson but I would not say that he
was a friend. I knew Reserve Constable Atkinson, but just by name. I would have
heard his name because he lived in the Portadown area, I think. I do not think that I
would be able to recognise him.

9. I have been asked about P136 and Philip Lunt as I am told that on 10
May 1997 “Crime stoppers’ received an anonymous call naming P136
Philip Lunt, and myself as being involved in the murder of Robert Hamill. I knew
P136 from drinking in Jamesons. However, I only met him about five
years or so ago; I did not know him in April 1997 and I am no longer in contact
with him. As for Philip, I do not think that I knew him then and I do not know him
now. I have absolutely no idea why someone would call up ‘Crime stoppers’ and
give them my name. The police never contacted me about the ‘Crime stoppers’

call. This is the first time that I have heard of it.
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