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making the call to Hanvey. On the night that this
happened Robert and Michael had been out to a pub but I
cannot recall the night in question. It was however
after he had been interviewed about it. I had been
made aware that he had been interviewed about it.
Michael said to me that he had agreed to do it for him
although he didn’t want to. He felt obliged as a close
friend to do it and the family relationship with Tracy
Clarke was perfect to cover the story. On one occasion
after that but before Michael and myself made
statements to the police, Michael and myself were over
at Robert Atkinson’s house. We went there to sort out
the cover story for the phone call Robert Atﬁinson made
to Alistair Hanvey the morning after the fighting in
Portadown. Robert and Eleanor Atkinson were both
present. Robert Atkinson led the discussion and he
said that the story would be that Michael and I had
been staying at their house overnight and he suggested
that the call could be covered by Michael saying that
he was ringing because of his concern for Tracy Clarke.
It was Robert who thought out this story about Tracy
Clarke. Robert Atkinson said to me that I would have
to confirm that I had heard Michael on the telephone.
Robert Atkinson mentioned about a second phone call
that he had made but that he had that covered. I do
not know anything about the second phone call, about i
his reason for making it, or his story to cover it. We
were only there that evening to get the story'right and
we went home again after that. At some point after
that, I was aware that Michael and Eleanor went to
Portadown Police Station to make statements. I was
aware that Robert Atkinson was being interviewed again
but I was not asked by Robert to go to the Police

Station. Whenever they went the Police Station, I

stayed with- Atkinson in Robert’s house. When
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